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ON THE COVER 
Jimmy Feix 
1931 - 2014 
Ji111111y Frix, the wi1111i11gcst 
footlm/1 coach ill the histon1 of 
WKU Football, passed away 
Oct. 5, 2014, at the age of 83. 
Frix ~aved his n/111n 11,n/er as 11 11 
AII-A111ericnu athlete, Assi,tant 
Foo/Im// Coach, Jlearl Foo/Im// 
Coach, Assistant Director of 
Al11111n1 Affairs, Director of 
Al11111ni Affairs alt(f Director of 
Athletics almost contin11011slv 
fro111 /11, arriml 011 campus as~ 
fres/1111a11 athlete i11 1949 until 
his rt'l1re111e11/ in 1990. 
To honor his life, WKU 
Athletics i11stit11ted a 1m11e 
of rr111e111bra11ce pieces for the 
2014 Football sea,011. Et>1•n1 
Hilltopper u•ore a "FEJx°" 
decn/, s11rrm111ded bv Feix's 
ico11h plaid, l101111rl~t~th /mt, 
011 the hack of their helmets for 
the c/11ration of the year. Al,o, 
whe11 the Hilltoppers playerl 
on the f im111y Feix Field, the 
playi11g field at Houchem -
Industries- L.T S111ith Stadium 
that was na111ed in hi, honor ill 
1991, a ribbon was pai11tcrl i11to 
the turf in his 111e111ory. 
Feix is survived by his wifl', 
the former Frankie Biggers; 
his two sons, Dr. Jimmy fl. 
Feix of Milwaukee, Wis., and 
Dr. Ji•ff Feix of Nas/n,11/e, 
Ten11 .; and two brothers, two 
granclchildren and two grmt-
gra111fd1ildre11. 
-
THROUGH THE LENS 
In keeping with traditicm, the 2014 Mo11nt11i11 Workshops begin with high 
1•11i:rgy 1111d e.,rite111enl as 1't1rticipa11/, randomly drim• story ass1g11111e11/s 
from sli/N of paper piled in a /1111. 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Dear Friends, 
Woven throughout this iss ue of the WKU SPLRlTare several examples of WKU's 
international reach. The proliferation of Hil l toppers who are studying abroad is 
but one measure. We want as many students as possible to enhance their WKU 
learning experience with a study abroad opportunity. During the last academic 
year, 668 WKU students studied in 39 countries. WKU ranks 32nd in the nation 
among master's comprehensive uni versities i.n study abroad numbers in the 
most recent Open Doors Report, produced by the Institute of International 
Education as the comprehensive information resource on U.S. students studying 
abroad as well as international students studying in the U.S. We are the only 
public university i.n Kentucky to be ranked in the top 40 nationally. The map on 
the right provides a snapshot of where our students studied in 2013-2014. 
In 2014, WKU opened a U.S. Passport Office on campus, which came into play 
when our entire Football team got passports en route to WKU's participation 
in the CAA's firs t i11ternational bowl game. The Hilltoppers seized a 49-48 
victory over Central Michigan University in the Popeye's Bahamas Bowl in 
Nassau, Bahamas! 
We are also growing our campus internationa l student population with some 
1,400 internationa I students enrolled at WKU this year. Our international students 
bring great diversity and cultural richness to our campus life. The bottom right 
map shows the countries from which our international students are comjng. 
We want our students to grad uate from WKU with a deep global context to 
their degree. Political and economic realities make the world very complex, 
and in some places dangeroL1s. I want our students to be knowledgeable and 
confident in g lobal matters, for their sake and for the sake of our nation. Our 
goal in the next few years is to get to 10 pe rcent of undersrraduate students 
studying abroad and reach lO p ercent of our student body hailing from other 
countries . As we achieve these goals, we will also increase the number of faculty 
who teach and conduct research across the globe and the number of faculty and 
staff who come to our campus from other countries. Achieving these goals is ru, 
important measure in WKU's quest to become "a leading American university 
with international reach." 
"Kentucky, China, England, Ecuador, Iceland, 
Belize, Saudi Arabia, Africa, Brazil, France, 
Oman and more .. . 
International Reach With Impact!" 
- President Gary A. Ransdell 
2013 -2014 WKU Study Abroad Countries 
..... -'~A-1,ttw lJlnJ.n6 
fr,ll(t 
S,- · T4!1k 
._ .. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
Thompson Complex-North Wing razed 
WKU yearbook wins 
Pacemaker Award-
17th overall, 7th in a row 
--....__.. 
The North Wing of the Thompson 
Complex has been razed to make way for 
a new science build ing. 
Final demolition of bu ilding, 
which opened i.n 1960, took place in 
January d uring the Winter Term. The 
buildi11g was closed in December 2013 
because o f a malfunctioni ng heating 
and air condition ing system and other 
infrastructure issues. 
The Kentucky General Assembly 
has appropriated $48 million in capital 
improvement funds to complete the fina l 
phase of the Ogden Campus renovation. 
Of that, about $6 million will be used to 
renovate the Thompson Complex-Center 
Wing and the remaini ng $42 million will 
be used for a new building currently 
under design. The project should be 
complete in 2018. 
The 2013 T11/is1111111 was awarded 
a Pacemaker Award, considered the 
most prestigious award for a student 
publication, from the Associated 
Collegiate Press at the Nationa l College 
Media Con vention in Philadelphia. It was 
the 17th Pacemaker for WKU's yearbook, 
an honor reserved for the nation's top 
student publications, and the seventh 
consecu tive award. 
Also at the conference, the College 
Heights Hemld student newspaper and the 
T11/is1111111 were among the Best of Show 
honorees for their current editions. The 
T11lis1111111 and the College Heights Hem/d 
have legacies of being ranked among the 
best in the nation. Each of the student-
run publications now has 17 a nd 15 
Pacemaker awards respectively, for a 
total of 32 Pacema kers held by WKU 
Student Publications. 
Chumbler named Dean of College of Health & Human Services 
Dr. Neale Chumbler ('91) has been 
named the new Dean of WKU's College of 
Health & Hu man Services. 
Dr. C humbler retu rned to WKU in 
March after serving as a Professor and Head 
of the Department of Health Policy and 
Management at the University of Georgia. 
He replaced Dr. John Bonaguro, who 
returned to the faculty after 12 years as the 
founding Dean of the College. 
Dr. Chumbler has a Ph. D. in Sociology 
from Case Western Reserve University, a 
4 
master's degree in Sociology from WKU, 
and a bachelor's degree in Sociology fro m 
Murray State Un iversity. He has ser ved in 
leadership roles at the Un iversity of Georg ia, 
al Indiana Un iversity Purdue Un iversity 
lndianapolis and at the Ind ianapolis 
Veterans Affairs Medica l Center, and as a 
facul ty member at the University o f Florida. 
He has a strong record of research in the 
area of health care, with a s usta ined and 
commensurate record of external fund ing. 
CAMPUS NEWS I SPRING 2015 
6 Gatton students semifinalists in 2014 Siemens Competition 
Six students at l11e Gatton Academy 
of Mathematics and Science in Kentucky 
have been recognized by the Siemens 
Foundation as national scmifo1alists in the 
2014 Siemens Competition in Math, Science 
& Teclrnology. 
Individual Category. Julia Gensheimer, a 
senior from Warren Cow1ty, and Whitney 
Heard, a junior from Warren County, were 
honored in the Team Category. 
Students may enter the competition in 
the Individual or Team Category. Andrew 
Brown, a senior from Muhlenberg Cow1ty; 
Ben Guthrie, a senior from Warren County; 
Dimitri Leggas, a senior from Fayette 
County; and Vir Patel, a senior from 
Chiistian County, were recognized in the 
The Siemens Competition in Math, 
Science & Technology is known as the 
nation's premier research program for high 
school students. This year the competition 
received a record 1,780 projects for 
consideration. Approximately 400 were 
named semifinalists. All semifinalists 
advance for consideration to be Regional 
Finalists. 
WKU among 30 most beautiful college campuses in the South 
WKU has been named among the 30, most beautiful 
campuses in the South by bestcolleges.org. Recipients were 
chosen and ranked based on criteria that included awards 
and recognition received, student enjoyment and n umber of 
notable feat ures. 
The organization offered this descrip tion of the WKU 
Campus: "With its impressive views of Bowl ing Green and 
the Ba rren River Valley, Western Kentucky University has 
consistently been recognized as one of the most beautifu l 
college campuses in America. /\. large pylon, erected in 1956 
for the un iversity's 50th birthday, welcomes students and 
visitors to campus with the campus motto, 'The Spir it Makes 
the Master.' Guth rie Tower, Centem1ial Mall, Cherry Hal l, 
the South Lawn, and the statue of Dr. Henry Hardin Cherry 
a re all included amongst the campus' impressive landmarks. 
On those beautiful Kentucky days, students especia lly enjoy 
the scenic pathways, bridges, benches and picnic tables in 
Diddle Park and Fort Lytle." 
Don Dizney receives honorary doctorate for public service 
Donald R. Dizney, 
foLU1der and Chairman of 
the Board of the United 
Medical Corporation, 
was presented with an 
honorary doctorate for 
p ublic service at the Dec. 
13 commencement. 
Learning Center in Memory of Helen TLu·ncr at the Medical 
Center-WKU Health Sciences Complex. 
Dizney, who lives 
in Palm Beach, Fla., 
transferred to WKU 
in 1962 and attended 
th rough the fall 1964. 
While at WKU, he worked at the Bowling Green-Warren 
County Hospital, predecessor to The Medical Center, where 
he was helped by mentors such as Helen Turner. 
111 2013, Dizney made a gih to name the Dizncy Clinical 
Dizney co-founded the San Jorge Ch ildren's Foundation, 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to the health and welfare 
of children in Pue1to Rico and the Caribbean; has been 
instrumental in launching a Christian mission organization; 
has supported a number of universities; and has been active 
in the American Red Cross and the Jimmy V Fow1dation for 
cancer research. 
"God has been very good to me and to my family," 
Dizney said. "We've accomplished things that we could not 
have dreamed about. But the biggest blessing T've gotten 
is to be able to give back. To give back to those who are less 
fortunate. To give back to those who have big dreams and want 
to fulfill them. To help w,iversities pull off all the tJ'lings that 
their students want to do. Truly that's the biggest blessing that 
me and my wife, Irene, have ever had." 
s 
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WKU named to Military Friendly® 
Schools list for 6th straight year 
For the sixth consecu tive year, WKU has been named to the Military Friendly® 
Schools list by Victory Media, the leader in successfully connecting the military and 
civilian worlds. 
The 2015 list honors the top 15 percent of colleges, universities and trade schools 
in the country that arc doing the most to embrace America's military students and to 
dedicate resources to ensure their success in the classroom and afte r graduation. 
WKU listed in 'Open Doors' report for study abroad participation 
opendoors® 
WKU is the only Kentucky public university to be included in 
the Open Doors 2014 report for its total n umber of study abroad 
participants. WKU ranked 23rd in the top 40 lis t of master's 
institutions, up from 32nd in 2013 and 39th in 2012. 
Open Doors is an ann ual report of U.S. students studying 
abroad for academic credit as well as international students and 
scholars studying or teaching in the U.S. The survey is conducted 
by the Institute of International Education with grant funding 
from the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational and 
Culh..1ral Affairs. 
Study abroad participation at WKU has g rown by more than 
50 percent since 2010-2011, outpacing the national growth rate of 
6.9 percent over the past four years. 
6 WKU students honored by Gilman Scholarship Program 
Six WKU students have been honored by the nationally 
competitive Benjamin A. GilmanlnternationaJScholarship Program. 
Bridgette Davis of Bowling Green, Ky., Amy Givens of 
Bowling Green, Ky., Jeremiah Stringer of Monticello, Ky., Megan 
Lemily of Bowling Green, Ky., and Cody Tutt of Owensboro, Ky., 
were named Gilman Scholars and will receive up to $5,000 each 
toward their study abroad or internship program costs. Marie 
Angeles of Somerset, Ky., was named an alternate. 
The U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational 
and Cu ltural Affairs awarded scholarships to 800 American 
undergraduate s tudents from 356 colleges and universities. 
The Gilman Scholarship Program offers study abroad 
scholarships to undergraduates receiving Pell grants. The 
program is intended to increase d iversity in study abroad by 
funding the travel of underrepresented groups including ethnic 
minorities; s tudents studying science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics; and students with disabilities, and by funding 




western Europe, Australia and New Zealand. 
Davis will student teach in Ecuador; Givens will s tudy 
healthcare in Tndia; Lemily will s tudent teach in Spain; Stringer 
will student teach in Ecuador; Tutt will study in South Korea; 
and Angeles applied to study business in Germany. 
CAMPUS NEWS I SPRING 201 5 
WKU graduate completed degree online while serving in U.S. military 
Above: Bryan Lietzke (Right) with his wife, Audrey, and WKU President 
Gary A. Ransdell. 
Like many students completing their college degree 
while holding down a job, Bryan Lietzke admits " it has been 
challenging to balance school and work." 
And for good reason. The 11-year veteran of the Air Force 
has completed his WKU Systems Management degree onlinc 
and maintained a 4.0 grade-point average while stationed at 
Fort Knox in Kentucky and Fort Drum in New York and while 
deployed in Afghanistan. 
"The biggest cha llenge w hile overseas was the lack of a 
fast re liable Internet," said Lietzke, w ho received his bachelor's 
degree Dec. 13 at WKU's 176th Commencement. "There 
were many times where it would take hours to download 
videos required to watch for class and other times where the 
Tntcrnct would just not work. I also had to take many tests on 
government computers in the operations center, which is not a 
conducive environment to testing." 
Lietzke, a native of Gladstone, Ore., said WKU faculty 
members have been supportive and helpful as he completed 
coursework. 
"Every last one of my professors has been wonderful," he 
said. "I have yet to have an issue where, if I needed it, they 
did not work with me and around my training and operationa l 
~chedules. During the Summer Term 2013, I was taking a 
midterm and our entire network went down. I panicked, I was 
able to get a hold of the teacher and he reset the test for me." 
Dr. Jeff Butterfield, Director of WKU'sSchool of Professional 
Stud ies and former department chair of Systems Management, 
called Lietzke "one of the most outstanding students that l 'vc 
had the privilege of working with in our department. He is a 
4.0 student, but what 111akcs his situation so remarkable is that 
he was the program's outstanding student while being actively 
deployed in a combat deployment overseas." 
Lietzke has been deployed to Afghanistan more times (five) 
than he's been on the WKU campus in Bowling Green (three). 
During his most recent deployment (June 2013 to March 2014) 
to Afghanistan, Lietzke completed 27 semester hours and was 
on the President's List for the fall 2013 semester. 
"What's really amazing is how remarkably well he's done 
in my class - in all of his major courses for that matter - while 
being housed in a war zone," Dr. Butterfield sa id. "He'd do 
assignments in between providing air assault and coverage for 
U.S. troops." 
Lietzke, who joined the Air Force in 2003, served in Texas, 
Florida and Washington (2003-2004); Vilseck, Germany (2004-
2006); Fort Stewart, Ga . (2006-2008); Fort Knox, Ky. (2008-2014); 
and Fort Drum, .Y. (2014-prescnt). 
I-le and his wife, Audrey, have four children - Veronica, 
Tsaiah, Makayla and Jsaac. 
In 2012, he decided to fi nish his associate's degree with 
Community College of the Air Force and began taking courses 
at Elizabeth town Community and Technical College. When 
Lietzke completed the requirements for his associate's degree, 
he decided to look into a degree with WKU as a jointly enrolled 
student. 
He chose the Systems Management program "because 
my advisor told me that many of my work experience credits 
would transfer to help offset some of the concentration classes. 
It also looked very interesting. I have not regretted it one bit." 
"My major has helped in three profound ways," he said. 
"I am a better writer today than I was when I started, l have 
learned to manage time and activities efficiently, and I look at 
things differently now than I did before beginning my major." 
Serving overseas also has helped Lietzke look at things 
differently now. "I have learned that life is precious and you 
should never miss an opportunity to hug the ones you love, 
because you never know when they, or you, might be gone," he 
said. " I have also learned that we are truly blessed in the United 
States to have the freedoms and wealth that we do. Many other 
peoples from poorer nations live on less than our table scraps." 
7 
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WKU named one of top Fulbright student producers in nation 
WKU has been named among the Top Fulbright Producing 
Institutions by the Chro11icle of Higher Ed11catio11. With six grants 
for 2014-15, WKU is tied for third in the nation of Master's 
institutions and the only college or university in Kentucky to be 
recognized as a Top Producer. 
WKU's six grantees arc conducting research and teaching 
English in five countries d uring the 2014-15 academic year: 
Chad Coomer (Biology and Chemistry, 2014, WKU Honors 
College) of Louisville, Ky., is s tudying infection and inununity at 
University College London. ext fall, Coomer will begin Ph.D. 
study at Oxford University. 
Jon Hendrie (Biochemistry, 2014, WKU Honors College) of 
Elizabethtown, Ky., is researching minimally invasive surgical 
techniques at Heidelberg University Hospital in Germany. 
Hendrie will return to the Uni ted States to begin medical school 
at the University of Kentucky in July. 
Clarice Esch (Agricu lture, 2014, WKU Honors College 
and Gatton Academy 2011) of Somerset, Ky., is investigating 
sustainable agricultural techniques in Costa Rica. Esch will 
continue her research in the Ph.D. program in Forestry at 
Michigan State University next fall. 
Wesley Bromm (History and Social Studies, 2013) of 
Russellville, Ky., Angelika Masero (Journal ism and German, 
2010, WKU Honors College) of Louisville, Ky., and A llison 
Feikes (International Affairs and Political Science, 2014, WKU 
Honors College) of La Porte, Tnd., have been teaching English and 
American cu lture in Vietnam, Turkey and Germany, respectively. 
"Once again WKU leads the way in the academic 
achievements of our students," WKU President Gary Ransdell 
said. " A Fulbright success rate of nearly 25 percent (25 applicants, 
8 
six awards) is a great testament to the ability of WKU students 
and the mentoring of WKU facu lty. Given the international 
dimension of the Fulbright awards, it is also a strong indication 
of WKU's in ternational reach." 
Melinda Grimsley-Smith, WKU's Fulbright Program 
i\dvisor, said there are several reasons WKU students are 
competing successfully for Ftilbright awards. 
"They have excellent academic and career mentors in 
WKU faculty," she said. "In addition, more WKU students a re 
studying abroad, and although study abroad isn't absolu tely 
necessa ry to win a grant, it helps students make strong cases 
for studyin g or teaching Eng lish in their chosen host countries. 
And perhaps most sh·i king from my perspective, our students 
are increasingly- and rightly-seeing themselves as competitive 
candidates. It is simply thrilling to work with these students." 
The Fulbright Program, the U.S. government's flagsh ip 
international exchange program, is sponsored by the Bureau of 
Educationa l and Cu I tural Affairs of the United States Department 
of State. The largest international exchange program in the United 
States, the Fulbright U.S. Student Program awarded about 1,800 
grants annually to fund an academic year of study, resea rch or 
English teaching in one of about 140 coun tries worldwide last 
year. In each of the past two years, more than 10,000 graduating 
seniors and recent graduates applied nationwide. Grantees are 
selected on the basis of academic merit, leadership potentia l and 
demonstrated abili ty to serve as cu ltural ambassadors fo r the 
United States while abroad. 
About the Office of Scholar Development: The Office of 
Scholar Development is committed to helping WKU students in 
al l majors and degree programs develop the vision, experience 
and skills to be independent, engaged scholars. OSD welcomes 
the opportunity to work with students interested in national or 
international scholarships. 
SPR I NG 2015 
ATHLETICS 
WKU Tops Central Michigan, 49-48 for First FBS Bowl Victory 
It was a moment six years in the making for the Hrntoppers, 
who have only recently played football at the FBS level. After fa lling 
24-21 to Central Michigan in the 2012 Little Caesars Pizza Bowl, the 
Tops were determined to bring back a h"ophy to Bowling Green. 
WKU dominated all facets of the game in the fi rst half as 
Brandon Doughty firmly staked his claim to the nation's top 
statistical quarterback with five first half touchdowns to push his 
already nation's best mark from 44 to 49, breaking the Conference 
USA single-season record in the process, and vVKU became the 
first program in FBS history to have a 4,500 yard passer and 1,500 
ya rd rusher. 
WKU entered the half up 42-14 and everyone in the stadium 
was ready to get the final 30 minutes of game over with to pack up 
and head home for the holidays. However, late in the third quarter, 
the Chips began to find some life and built a rally, sparking one of 
the most entertaining bowl games in broadcast history. 
Central Michigan attempted to mount a comeback, a 
remarkable feat that will be recounted in college football lore as 
one of the great comeback attempts in the sports history. But, 
ultimately, the Hilltoppers and defensive back Wonderful Terry 
held firm when it mattered most, when the game was on the line. 
In the end, the trophy, another eight-win season, and the ti tle 
of "Inaugural Popeyes Bahamas Bowl Champions" came to rest 
where they always were, from start to fin ish: Bowling Green, Ky. 
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Support the Honors College/International Center Program Endowments 
Construction is currently underway 
on a $22 million Honors College/ 
International Center, which is slated to 
open ln the fall of 2015. The facil ity will 
support programs that are cri tical to 
WKU's goals of supporting academic 
excellence, a dynamic and diverse 
University community and a robust 
campus infrastructure. 
The 1,400 students enroUed in the 
Honors College at WKU receive unique, 
i.ndivid ualized academjc experiences of 
a highly selective private college with all 
the resources and benefits of Kentucky's 
fastest-growing university. The goal of 
the Honors College is to identify, attract 
12 
and nurture Lndividuals of extraordmary 
intellectual range and depth, and to 
provide the opportunities and experiences 
necessary for them to develop into the 
country's top leaders, scholars and citizens. 
Likewise, as WKU continues to 
expand its international reach, the 
number of international students at 
WKU has increased by 86 percent in 
the last five years, with nearly 1,100 
internationa l students from 74 different 
countries calling WKU home. In 
addition, participation in credit-bearing 
education abroad has grown by 50 
percent since 2011 and now stands at 
nearly 700 students who studied in 39 
different countries. 
In add ition to the Honors College, 
the new facility w ill also house the 
offices of International Programs, Office 
of Study Abroad & Global Learning, 
the Chinese Flagship Program, Scholar 
Development, International Enrollment 
Management, and English as a Second 
Language fntemational. Located on 
Normal Drive, the Honors College/ 
JnternationaJ Center will place these 
important programs at the heart of 
campus and foster a stronger connection 
between students and staff. It wi ll also 
allow both programs to consolidate 
offices for the staff who have, up to this 
1st Floor - Commons Area 
point, been located across campus. 
As with most new buildings, 
numerous naming opportunities arc 
avai"lable to those who wish to support 
this important project. However, just 
as the build ing itself is unique, so is the 
outcome of your gift. Gifts given to the 
Honors College/International Center will 
not be used for "bricks and mortar," but 
will instead be placed into a permanent 
endowment, the proceeds from which 
will forever provide funding for programs 
housed in the new facility. 
ln appreciation of your endowment 
gift, your name will be p laced in the 
area of your choice on a room or space 
commensurate with your level of 
giving. Your legacy will include your 
name permanently on display, but 
the true impact of your gift w il l be the 
generations of students who benefit from 
the progr.ims and services your financial 
support has made possible. 
For more in.formation about supporting 
the Honors College/Tnternational Center 
programs, contact Amanda Lich, WKU 
Senior Director of Development, Gifted 
Studies- Gatton Academy- Honors College, 
at (270) 745-2340 or amanda.lich@wku.edu. 
1st Floor- Multi-Purpose Room 
3rd Floor · Conference Room 
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Gift Creates Outdoor Education Center 
Thanks to a gift from a WKU 
alumna, a local farm has now become a 
center for outdoor education. 
Sallie Potter Carwell, a 1973 alumna, 
donated approximately SO acres of lru1d 
on Hadley Cohron Road to be used as 
a nature preserve to benefi t students 
studying areas such as biology, folk 
studies, archeology, kincsiology, and 
recreation. The property was named the 
Potter- icely Outdoor Education Center 
in memory of her parents, Catherine Tate 
Potter and C. Eastland Potter, and Dr. 
Kenneth A. Nicely, a long-time family 
friend and former WKU faculty member. 
" My parents were low-maintenance 
people---out of choice as we! I as necessity," 
Carwell said. "Little did J know that a 
man who died owning five flannel shirts 
and as many pairs of pants would make 
this possible. His skill at investments was 
in .famous. His idea of smart investing 
was buying Scars white dress shirts by 
the dozen and socks by the six-pack. My 
mother was a stay-at-home mother. She 
grew up on a farm in West Virginia and 
knew how to do homemaking. They knew 
how to stretch a d ime to a dollar and were 
smart about how they spent their money. 
T love my fo lks fo r being examples 
of stewardship and God-gi ven talents 
and resou rces." 
Her parents encouraged Carwell's 
love for nature and the outdoors through 
\ acations back to her mother's former 
home in West Virginia, as well as 
Saturday and Sunday trips to farms. 
Dr. Kenneth A. Nicely also had ties to 
the hills of West Virginia. A native of Slab 
Fork, W.Va., he was a Professor of Biology 
at WKU, having achieved B.S. and M.S. 
degrees at West Virginia University and a 
Ph.D. at North Carolina State University. 
He taught at Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
for three years before joining the faculty 
at Western Kentucky University in 1966. 
"He was the big brother I never had," 
Carwell said of Dr. Nicely. "We grew up 
I 
Top · Family ofTodd Travis I Bottom • Family of Roger Hinkle 
Sigma Nu Raises $15,000 
Sigma Nu Fraternity recently raised $15,000 to memorialize two 
distinguished graduates, Todd 0. Travis ('83) and Roger N. Hinkle ('83), by 
naming the front pord1 of the fraternity house m their memory. After both 
men graduated from Wk'U, they enlisted in the United States Marine Corps 
where they each achieved the rank of Captain and flew combat helicopters. 
Travis died in service off the Mediterranean Sea in 1989 at the age of 30. 
Hinkle's service included duty in the first Iraq War. He later served as an 
Aviation Deputy with the Hamilton County (Ohio) Sheriff's Office before 
he passed away in 2014 at the age of 56. 
together and were always pulling pranks 
on each other." 
According to Dr. Bruce Schu lte, 
Head of WKU's Department of Biology, 
the gift of property will provide 
education and research opportunities 
for countless students. 
"The Potter-Nicely Outdoor 
Education Center in Hadley was kindly 
donated to WKU by Sallie Potter 
Car well," he said. "Several graduate 
students in the Department of Biology 
annually serve as resident caretakers 
of the property and they have added 
opportunistically to the educational 
collections of local animals. TI,e Center 
serves as a small research station a nd 
outreach opportunity. lts proximity to 
WKU and the variety of habitats provides 
a nice learning opportunity for students 
of al l ages." 
Carwell's generosity will not only 
help students, but i t will also allow her 
parents' a nd fr iend's legacies to continue. 
"Some people you love because you 
were taught to love everyone," Carwel l 
said. "Others you love because they gave 
you life, and a grea ter number you love 
because they have added quality to your 
life. That's what this is all about." 
15 
, , 
Visit the WKU Gift Planning website 
at www.wku.edu/plannedgiving 
TRUST 
"I have been on several boards, committees and foundations at Western, and 
I see the work that the faculty and staff do. It's very important work. They take 
their time and have a tremendous reach in this community, throughout the 
state and nationwide. I have seen and know firsthand that my gifts are going 
to a good university." 
- Valerie C. Brown, '78, '9 l 
w HAT 1S YOUR LEGACY? 
---------------~-----------------
To learn more about planned gifts or other ways to support your 
favorite WKU program, contact the Gift Planning Office at 888-958-2586 (WKU-ALUM). 
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
Members of the Greater Louisville Alumni Chapter Planning Committee 
Louisville Upcoming Events 
May23 
WKU Day at the Races 
Churchill Downs 
Contact: NancyTomassetti : (502) 744-2123 
June 22 
Lee Robertson/Gary Sundmacker Golf Scramble 
Hunting Creek Country Club 
Contact: Julie Hinson: jhinson@alsvents.com 
July 30 
WKU Night at the Bats 
Louisville Slugger Field 
Standing (left to Right): Eric Evans ('00), Dr. James Woodward ('57), David Buchanon 
August 20-30 
Kentucky State Fair Booth 
Kentucky Exposition Center 
('95), Kristen M iller ('97), Fred Mi ller, Linda Miller ('67, '79), Zach Wedding ('12), Nancy 
Tomassetti ('74), Al Tomassetti, Pat Richardson ('65, '78), Dian Graham ('70, '76) and Tim 
Rhea ('87) I Seated (Left to Right): Julie Hinson ('90) and Kathleen Overton ('95) 
Greater Louisville Alumni Chapter 
TI,ere are more than just bou rbon "spirits" in Louisville. 
The WKU Greater Louisville Alumni Chapter has so much WKU 
"Spirit" that they have been recognized for the past 17 years as a 
Spirit of Distinction alunu1i chapter, more times than any other 
WKU chapter in the country. 
This active alumni Chapter rises to the top because of its 
Joy.ii volunteers and their dedication to fostering local alumni 
relationships, embracing prospective students and su pporting 
the Hill. The Chapter's planning committee, which is open for 
any alu mni to attend, meets every two months to brainstorm 
ideas and plan events for the year, which have included more 
than 20 game-watch parties, su mmer potlucks, a Ch ris tmas 
ornament exchange and a pottery-painting class. 
In addition, the Greater Louisville Alu mni Chapter has 
mastered the art of fund raising, with the proceeds going d irectly 
to scholarships for area high school graduates who attend WKU. 
In all, 125 scholarships totaling more than $100,000 have been 
.iwarded, and that number continues to increase each year. 
Scholarship support has been raised through events like hosting 
Fal l and Spring Days at the Races at Churchill Downs, partnering 
with local restaurants for 10 percent donations and working with 
the Hilltopper Athletic Foundation to sell Corvette Raffle tickets 
at the Kentucky State Fair. 
However, the largest event of each year is tJ1e Lee Robertson / 
Gary Sundmacker Golf Scramble. TI,e first event in 1998 gained a 
net p rofit of $830, and this past year netted almost $11,000, which 
a llowed eight scholarsh ips to be awarded at the ight at the 
Bats alumni event in 2014. The 2015 golf scramble will be even 
larger, as the Chapter is moving the event location to a private 
golf course at Hunting Creek Country Club on June 22. Activities 
will a lso include Toppers on Tour for prospective students, an 
amazing silent auction and an evening dinner featuring updates 
from WKU coaches. 
To learn more about the Greater Louisville Alumni Chapter, 
contact GLAC President Kathleen Overton at Kathleen@ 
BrucknerStrategies.com or like us on Facebook @WKU Greater 







of the Year 
President Gary Ransdell 
presents the Alumna 
of the Year award to 
Brooklyn Foster ('08, '13). 
Barren County 
Fifteenth Yea r 
SUMMIT AWARDS 
2 O 1 4 WKU Alumni Association 
Jim Martens ('72) 
Dr. Linda Johnson Vitale ('79, '87, '88) 
and Craig Browning ('87) 
Greater Louisville 
Seventeenth Year 
President Gary Ransdell presents the Philanthropist of 
the Year Award to Houchens Indust ries, Inc. Pictured 
receiving the award is the Chairman and CEO of 
Houchens Indust ries, Inc., Jimmie Gipson ('63). 
~ 
of the Year 
President Gary Ransdell 
presents the Young 
Alumnus of the Year 





1931 Adam style building begins its 3rd mission 
By Chuck Mason, The Daily News 
Since 1997, to find Western Kentucky University President look ing for Ransdell in Wetherby, they need to exit that building 
Gary Ransdell, one had only to bound up the steps of Wetherby and walk down the steps to a renovated house on the hill behind 
Administration Building on the Bowling Green campus, go the offices of the College Heigh ts Foundation. The President's 
through the glass doors and make an immediate right turn. Office moved to the house emblazoned "President" ,in black on 
Now if students, faculty, staff and campus visi tors are white letters on the front side of the portico. 
19 
SPRING 2015 I AROUND CAMPUS 
The office is in a house where three WKU presidents once 
lived during their tenures. The house is serving its third purpose 
since it was constructed in the fall of 1931, designed at that time 
by arch itect Brinton Beauregard Davis. Davis was called the "Hill 
Builder" for the extensive projects he designed at the Un iversity. 
Davis also designed the Bowling Green City Comm ission's 
building on College Street and the old Armory on 10th A venue. 
Ransdell's office is on the second floor of the newly named 
Craig Administrative Center, once called the President's Home. 
Davis built it as one of several major buildings on campus from 
1909 to 1937. Tn an email to faculty and staff, Ransdell said Davis 
designed the President's Home, Van Meter Hall, the original Snell 
Hall, Helm Library, Cordon Wilson Hall, the Industrial Education 
Building, Schneider Hall, the Kentucky Building, Cherry Hall, 
the original Heating Plant and the Colonnade-which was the 
backdrop for the University's original football stadium. 
The house uses Adam Style architecture, popular in the 
Uni ted States during the 1930s and developed in the mid-1700s by 
Robert /\dam of Scotland. 111e front door to the house is framed in 
a portico with four white columns, the U.S. flag to the left and the 
WKU flag to the right. Walking up the five steps, the w hite door 
opens to a main room with a shining wooden floor. The eye goes 
immediately to a marble fireplace and a sitting area in the center. 
On the right is a grandfather clock and on the left, a wooden 
stand contains a n:iace carried by the longest-serving WKU 
employee at graduation. English Professor Mary Ellen Miller has 
had that honor for several years. A dining room and a conference 
room flank the main room. 
Above the center mantle is a framed p icture of the "Plan for 
the Campus of the State Normal School in the Western District of 
Kentucky" by Henry Wright, the school that would eventua lly 
becomeWKU. 
Upstairs on the second fl oor arc staff offices, including 
University General Counsel Deborah Wilkins. Freida Eggleton, 
w ho works part-time on NCAA compliance issues, h as an office 
on the third floor. The third floor is also used for records storage, 
said Julia McDonald, Assistant to the WKU President for Board 
and Executive Rela tions, whose office is on the first floor. 
Kerra Ogden, WKU Project Manager of Capital Construction, 
helped usher the 14-month renovation to fruition. "We tried to 
keep the ch aracter of the old building," she said of the historic 
facility, w hich has three floors and about 5,900 square feet of 
space in 19 rooms. 
"The biggest challenge was the unknowns of working on 
an old house. Every time we would open a wall, we would find 
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something that we didn't know about," Ogden said. "lt was 
challenging, but it was wonderful." 
The renovation meant paying attention to details, said Bryan 
Russell, Chief Faci lities Officer. "It was very labor intensive. You 
have to make the old materials match the new materials as closely 
as possible. Rcpurposing a bui ld ing is a lot more complicated." 
University personnel and their guests will also be able to 
utilize the first floor amenities. McDonald said the entire first floor 
is open and the 14-seat conference room and 12-seat d ining room 
arc free and available to facu lty, staff and visitors. The conference 
room is equipped with state-of-the-art video technology and a 
modern kitchen augments the dining room. 
"We are going to work with Aramark for catered lunches 
and d inners," McDonald said. "It is pretty cool to meet in the 
original p resident's home. Th is is unique for President Ransdell 
and our future University presidents." 
The center is next to the Carol Martin Catton Academy of 
Mathematics and Science (Schneider Hall). lt is named after 
Bi lly Craig, w ho served as WKU's first Alumni Director. The 
building at one time housed the WKU Office of Alumni Relations 
when the President's Home was moved to State Street in 1966. 
WKU founder and first President Henry Hardin Cherry, second 
President Paul Loos Garrett and third President Edwin Kelly 
Thompson Jived in the house. Cherry died in it in 1937. 
A University professor said WKU is blessed to have a plarmed 
campus designed by an architect and a landscape architect. 
T 
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"Preserving an original building 
preserves a sense of the past," said 
Jonathanjeffrey,l lead of the Department 
of Library Special Collections and 
Coordinator of Manuscript/Folklifc 
Archives. "My congratulations to the 
wuversity that the building has been 
saved. lt has now served three pm·poses 
in its lifetime." 
Jeffrey once had the occasion of 
staying at the old Craig House when 
there were accommodations on the 
thi rd floor. 
Jeffrey said since the WKU 
buildings were built on a hill, they 
have a vertical thrust that makes them 
appear larger than they actually arc. "lt 
takes advantage of the natural setting 
of the campus," he said. That natural 
setting now includes yet another place 
where people can gather formally or 
in formally on campus. 
"lf you have a campus guest, are 
entertaining a job ca ndidate or plan.ning 
any meal-related function where you 
would like a small, private setting," 
Ransdell said in the emai l, the Craig 
Administrative Center may be the place 
to check out. 
By the way, if a campus visitor 
makes that immediate right on the 
fi rst floor at Wetherby, the offices 
of Robbin Taylor, University Vice 
President of Public Affairs, arc now in 
the former President's suite. The first-
floor conference room at Wetherby wi ll 
continue to be available for campus use, 
Ransdell said in h is email. 
Top left: President 's Office 
Top Right: Sitting Area / Sunroom 
Middle: Reception Area 
Bottom: Dining Room 
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By Natalie West ('13) 
Many students spend their undergraduate years s taying out and s leeping 
in, or soul searching, trying to choose the perfect major. It's four years of 
freedom, during which many have the time of their lives, learning and 
traveling the globe, getting ready to take on a career and build their lives. 
H owever, for six WKU stud ents and alumni, they aren't just preparing for the 
"real world" - they're working to change it. 
During her time at WKU, Sarah 
fox has found her calling to bring 
the arts into public schools. A Music 
and History double major, the WKU 
~enior was awarded a grant to work 
with underprivileged students, which 
allowed her to form a choir at T.C. Cherry 
Elementary School in Bowling Green, Ky. 
Fox and the students met after school on 
Thursdays for an hour full of snacking, 
~inging and celebrating. 
"At first it was just a choir for me, but 
they came up and said 'Miss Sarah, can we 
call this Musical Thursdays?!'," Fox said, 
beaming as she imitated the children. 
So the program became Musical 
Thursdays, and Fox said since it was a 
very racially and ethnically d iverse group, 
she decided to do an international theme. 
"They really hooked onto that," she said, 
adding that they learned songs in different 
languages, such as Swahili, Hebrew 
and Spanish. "At the end we had a 
performance in front of the whole school." 
The Russellville, Ky., native said her 
desi re for musical collaboration sprang 
from a high school experience, when she 
went to Chicago to volunteer i11 a women 
and children's shelter. 
"We would sing together as we were 
washing dishes or making diimer, and 
through that I learned that music making 
to me is about helping people," she said. 
"It's not music for music's sake b ut for 
people's sake." 
Along with being a member of 
the WKU Chorale and the a cappella 
group the WKU Treblcmakers (which 
she now directs), Fox was also able to 
study abroad. She received a Fulbrigh t 
Scholarship to attend the su mmer 
institute in England, and she also studied 
Mozart in Salzburg, Austria . 
Perhaps the most impactful 
experience, though, came from a trip Fox 
took to Cuba during a Winter Term study 
abroad trip with Dr. Walker Rutledge. 
"There is music everywhere in Cuba ... 
street bands, [they] dance in the streets 
after lunch," Fox said. "Even though we 
may have many political d isagreemen ts, 
it really clicked when l was ii1 Cuba, that 
people are people. So, the same things that 
really inspire me can really inspire you --
therefore we can really inspire each other." 
Graduating in May of 2015, Fox 
is working toward more goals, such 
as enrolling in master's and doctoral 
programs, and starting an art school for 
underprivileged children. 
Fox said that, despite all the struggles 
and turmoil people have in their lives, 
they can always sing a song together, 
which is why she has such a passion for 
music and helping others. 
To show the power of this, Fox told 
the story of a little girl in her choir who 
said, "Miss Sarah, there's a lot of bad 
stuff going on in my life right.now, but 
whenever I'm singing with you, I just 
know it's going to be okay." 
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When Sarah Schrader isn't studying 
Mandarin Chinese or learning Korean, 
she's busy researching a cure for cancer. 
During her time at WKU, the 
Bowling Green, Ky., native and Gatton 
Academy graduate, tripled majo red 
in Biology, Chemistry and Chinese. 
As a member of the Chinese Flagship 
program, the 2014 alum was able to 
go to China four times. She also went 
two more times on her own and spen t a 
semester in Korea teaching English. 
Schrader said she ended up with a 
semester free of classes, so she wanted to 
do something more meaningful, which 
led her to the Teach and Learn in Korea 
(TaLK) program. Placed in a small, rmal 
community, her assigned school had seven 
grades with only 32 students, and not many 
people spoke fluent English. 
"Jt was an exercise in figuring out 
how to communicate on a daily basis," 
she said. "l think it was really va luable 
- helping develop strong leadership 
and communication and cross-cultural 
understanding." 
Wh ile at the Gatton Academy, she 
also got involved in a yearlong course 
where students isolated a virus and 
characterized it, and that is where her 
research began. 
"J kept going with my project after 
the course ended," she said, adding that 
she continued her research over the rest 
of her w1de rgrad uate career. 
Also while at WKU, Schrader 
participated in research programs a t 
Princeton and NYU, and she also spent 
a semester conducting research at the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences at Shanghai. 
Schrader recently started an M.D./ 
Ph.D. program at Cornell Medical 
CoUege, and she is looking into studying 
oncology and cancer research. 
"H's lcancerj such an interesting 
problem from a biological perspective and 
also a very prevalent problem that affects 
a lot of lives, and it's something that's very 
meaningful to work on," she said, noting 
that both of her grandfathers had cancer, 
with one passing away from it. 
The medical studen t said the 
hardest part about cancer research is the 
grand scope of it. 
"It's hard to figure out what to focus 
on," Schrader said. "A lot of people do 
studies and they figure o ut 'Oh, th is 
gene affects this cancer,' but there's a 
lo t of genes that potentially can have an 
effect on cancer." 
For now, though, Schrader said she 
is looking to possibly complete some 
medical rotations abroad, and she plans 
on rwming the Medical Chinese Club. 
She said her goal is to tie her two fields 
together and, one day, split her time 
between research and clinical work, 
possibly even finding an opportunity to 
run a research lab in China . 
At her Somerset, Ky., high school, 
Clarice Esch fow-ld an unused and 
dilapidated greenhouse, but, despite the 
dirty pots and dead plants, Esch saw 
potential. So, she started growing plants 
there. 
"l just fell in love with the simplicity of 
caring for plants," Esch said. 
With a degree in Agriculh.ire and focus 
on Horticulture, the 2014 WKU alum is 
currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Forestry and 
Ecology at Michigan State University, and 
she will soon head to Costa Rica for 10 
months on a Fulbright grant for research. 
''I'll look at agricultural practices . .. 
and explore more sustainable and 
environmentally friendly options," she said. 
But this won't be the first ti me Esch 
has traveled to Costa Rica, or abroad 
for that matter. 
A student of the Catton Academy, 
Esch went on her first study abroad 
trip to Greece d u ring a Winter Term. 
She then went on another Winter 
Term trip to Costa Rica the following 
year and returned each winter since 
as a small research team leader. She 
also took a year-long hiatus from 
schooling to spend one semester in 
Ecuador studying Spanish and the 
other semester in Costa Rica conducting 
research at a nature preserve. 
"I can't pin down one thing that 
keeps me traveling, but I can tell you that 
there is something kind of thrilling about 
intentionally transplanting yourself into 
a place entirely new," she said. "It's both 
a challenge and an adventure of finding 
your way, yourself, and making incredible 
friends along the way." 
The research Esch conducted in the 
U.S. and abroad focused on "seeking 
sustainable alternatives for nitrogen 
fertilizers," she said. "This is important 
because nitrogen fertilizers, in particu lar, 
are known for polluting waterways with 
excess nutrients and causing a myriad of 
harmful effects." 
While at WKU, Esch worked with the 
Office of Scholar Development and was 
awarded the EPA's Greater Research 
Opportwuties Fellowship and the Barry M. 
Gold water scholarship, which she said was 
"an eno1111ous honor." 
" I think that my WKU experience 
didn't just p repare me for life in a global 
society, it gave me access to the world 
and let me become part of a global 
society," she said. 
But Esch said the best part of what 
she does isn't about awards, applause or 
acceptance letters, but that "it's the little 
successes," such as inspiring someone to 
go outdoors more or sparking someone's 
interest in research. She added that an 
impact on the environment could come 
from the simplest things. 
"It's the small alterations in our dajJy 
lives that can make a difference, from 
carpooling to eating local foods .• An attitude 
of consciousness is what is required," she 
said. "We can all make a difference." 
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At a young age, Matthew Garvey 
learned that he loved helping others. 
The Tompkinsville, Ky., native started 
volunteering at a rehabilitation center 
when he was just 10 years old. 
"Seeing those folks' faces light up 
when T walked in really touched my 
heart," he said. 
Garvey has also traveled to G uatemala 
six times for mission and medical work. 
"What is so amazing is the connection 
that we've formed with the people there," 
he recalled. "Each year, someone will 
come up to me, call me by name, h ug me 
and tell me how much they missed me. 1 
can't even begin to describe the feeling 
you get when you know you've touched 
someone's life in such a big way." 
After going to Guatemala, Garvey 
felt the need to help within the U.S. too, 
so he joined the American Red Cross. 
As a nationally registered EMT, Garvey 
can deploy anywhere in the U.S. to 
assist in times of disaster. ln fact, hjs 
first deployment occurred d uring the 
2013 Arizona wildfi re disaster, where 19 
firefighters lost their lives. And, while 
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he was able to provide basic hea lthcare 
for more than 60 shelter reside nts, he 
said that, more importantly, he was 
there as a friend. 
"l was able to ho ld their hands, let 
them cry on my shoulder and give them 
just the slight hope that even if they lost 
everyth ing, they didn' t have to go through 
this experience alone," he said. " T cannot 
explain how amazing this is - to give 
your best when they're at their worst is 
truly a humbling experience." 
He was also able to travel to Kenya 
on the Partners in Caring Medical Trip, 
a Winter Term opportunity that allowed 
Pre-Medicine s tudents to experience the 
breadth of medical practice. 
"I was able to serve some of the most 
underserved people in the world," Garvey 
said. "This was by far the most amazing 
15 days of my time here a t WKU." 
Garvey, who graduated in December 
2014 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nu rsing, now works at TriStar Skyline in 
aslwille, Tenn ., and is excited to 
now have the opportun ity to immerse 
himself in h is profession. 
"I often say lightheartedly but honest 
too, if T had to forfeit my salary in o rder 
to provide the best care possible to those 
I serve, I would," he said. "Being a nurse 
goes way beyond the scrubs, medications 
and skills often associated with it. 
"H's about being there when no one 
else can be. Holding the hand of that 
dying patient, crying with the fa mily of 
the individual who was just told there was 
nothing else we cou ld do, and celebrating 
with those who come to us knocking on 
death's door but walk out cured with their 
head held high," Garvey said, passionately. 
"Tt's an emotional roller coaster, but it's the 
most rewarding career path 1 could have 
ever chosen." 
Before Chad Coomer began his 
research, he had to spend months training 
and practicing with a "noninfectious 
control," and he still has to" double glove" 
and wear very high-tech equipment. He 
works with something that probably 
frighten~ many people. 
Coomer researches HIV. 
The 2014 WKU alum and Louisville, 
Ky., native is cu rrently in London studying 
infectious diseases and immu nology and 
researching in the HI V field. 
"At the same time, I'm trying to 
mold relationsh ips between labs in the 
UK and U.S. for a dual-national approach 
to HIV research, a more collaborative 
approach," he said . 
Coomer, a double major in Biology 
and Chemistry, received a Fu lbright grant 
to pursue a master's degree at University 
College London, a fter which he plans to 
split his time between pursuing a medical 
degn:e at the University of Kentucky's 
College of Medicine and earning Ph.D. 
from The University of Oxford. 
TOPPERS CHANGING THE WORLD I SPRING 2015 
Long before he had these notable 
aspirations, Coomer was first drawn to 
research and became "addicted to science" 
while participating i.n WKU's Genome 
Discover and Exploration program. 
"Before, I thought like 'Oh, you go 
into the lab, nm a test and get a d ifferent 
result, and you write about it,' that's it," 
Coomer said. "That transitioned into, well 
you actually run a whole semester's worth 
of exper iments to even get the sma1Jest 
type of data point, but, even though it's a 
lot of work, that small new piece of data 
can impact the scientifi c community." 
During his undergrad uate career, 
Coomer worked on a variety o f projects, 
but he mainly focused on "using bacterial 
v;ruses to get rid of contaminants in the 
bioethanol indust ry." 
One summer, though, he went to the 
National Cancer Institute and "stumbled 
upon" an HI V lab, where he ended up 
working for another two summers trying 
to find a cure for the devastating virus. 
"A lot of people think that HTV is 
primarily an African disease, wh ich is 
entirely inaccurate," Coomer explained . 
"HIV is a global pandemic and .. . HIV is 
everyone's p roblem." 
" HI V is not a topic a lot of people 
arc open to discussing," he said. "The 
term HJ V has its own socioeconomic 
type of-not stereotype-bu t T woul d 
say taboo in a lot of places." 
He explained that, for that reason, 
it is hard to get others excited about h is 
research. Nonetheless, Coomer wants to 
continue running an HIV-focused lab and 
would, one day, like to balance research 
and clinical p ractice, possibly working in 
a pediatric infectious disease clinic. 
While Rebecca Morgan was at work 
one night, a Bulgarian transvestite came 
into the cafe, trying to find a way home. 
He had been living in Berlin making a 
living as a prostitute. 
"He was so kind and open, even 
sharing, briefl y, the painful story behind 
the knife wound I po inted o ut on his 
right hand," Morgan said. "My heart 
was moved with love and compassion 
for him the first time I talked with him. 
Many times l told him how much God 
loves and cares for him." 
The Sonora, Ky., native works for a 
German organization called Neustart, a 
Christian ministry that helps p rostituted 
peoples. eustart, wh ich she called a 
"cafe," is open five days a week, and 
provides free drinks and food for the 
women who come in. 
A 2013 WKU alum, Morgan was 
a double major in Biochemistry and 
Religious Studies, with the intention of 
going to medical school and working as a 
pediatrician in Africa, she said. However, 
in the summer before her sen ior year, she 
felt a calling to go in a different direction. 
"At Neustart, we are there to love 
and serve the women, to be a wellspring 
or resource for the women, referring 
them to drug-therapy programs and 
free health clinics," Morgan explained, 
noting that the organ ization also helps 
the women find jobs or leave the city if 
they want to get out. 
Morgan said Neustart is located on a 
notorious street called Kurfi.irstenstra!se, 
known fo r decades of p rostitution (which 
is legal in Germany). She described how 
many arc there because a pimp abuses 
and threatens them, forcing the m to 
offer services; others come on their own, 
struggling to make money in order to 
send it to their family and children. 
"Those... out on Kurfi.irstenstra!se 
sh·uggle with poverty in addition to the 
drug abuse and /or lack of education," 
Morgan said. "The women on 
Kurfurstenstra8e are all suffering women." 
Despite all of those difficu lties, the 
hardest part for her is to see the women 
deceived, as they arc often told (and 
believe) that they are worth less, trash, 
meant to be used, and w ill never 
amount to anything. 
"We at Neustart desire, more than 
anything, that the women be free," she said . 
Though struggling women and 
difficult circumstances s urro und 
her, Morgan remains hopefu l and 
passionately works to help these 
women. She encouraged people to visi t 
the Endit Movement's (an organizatio n 
devoted to ending human trafficking) 
website at http://end itmovemcnt.com 
for more information and to find out 
ways to get involved. 
"To the general public, I want them 
to know that human trafficking is a real 
issue," she said. "There's really a lot we can 
do. Every small step adds up when we all 
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Mario Jimenez, visiting Ecuadorian chef, at an event reception for the Internationa l Year of Ecuador. 
International education, 
NO PASSPORT REQUIRED 
WKU introduces a new init iative designed to bring the world to 
students, one country at a time. 
By Addie Cheney, Assistant Director, Office of International Programs 
Empanadas, locro de papas, 
llapingachos ... This past fall, the dining 
menu at the newly renovated Fresh Food 
Company has seen an in fl ux of South 
American cuisine. Ecuadorian d ishes, 
prepared by Aramark District Chef G il 
Holts and h is team, have been just one of . 
the many ways that Ecuador has made its 
way into the stomachs, hearts and, most 
importantly, the minds of WKU students. 
Tn addition to an enhanced din ing 
menu, which p rovides WKU community 
111embersand guests regularopporhmities 
to sample Ecuadorian fare, Ecuador 
has been a new but regular feature on 
WKU's event calendar th roughout the fall 
semester. Events included art exhibits, 
fi lm screenings a nd lectures from g uest 
speakers presenting on a range of topics 
centering on Ecuador. 
Beyond the Ecuador-inspired cuisine 
and campus events, many students arc 
likely to find Ecuador cropping up in their 
academic courses. Thanks in large part to 
a unique facul ty study program called 
the Zuheir Sofia Endowed International 
Faculty Seminar (ZSETFS), eight WKU 
faculty were able to infuse Ecuador into 
their existing courses. 
This collective emphasis on Ecuador 
is not a coincidence. instead, it is the 
direct result of a new initiative designed 
to bring the world to the WKU campuses 
and surrounding communities one 
country at a time. The International Year 
Of (JYO) series, an annua l, yearlong 
exploration and celebration of a single 
country or region of the world, made its 
debut in the fall of 2014 with a focus on 
Ecuador. In the fal l of 2015, WKU will 
shift its focus from Ecuador to South 
Africa. The International Year of South 
Africa (2015-2016) will be followed by 
South Korea (2016-2017), and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (2017-2018). 
TNTERNATIONAL REACH I SPRING 2015 
The JYO program reflects two WKU 
priorities: academic excellence and 
international reach. 
At its core, the IYO program is 
designed to enhance the educationa l 
experience, allowing individual countries 
to serve as annual themes for academic 
courses and on-campus and community 
programming. Administered by the 
Office of International Programs, the 
TYO encourages academic colleges, 
departments, other campus units and 
community organizations to spotlight the 
year's target coun try in ways tha t arc most 
relevant for their audiences. The result is a 
diverse and varied calendar of events that 
' facilitates a campus and community-wide 
exploration of a single couJ1try. 
" fn many ways, the International 
Year Of program is WKU's vision in 
action," said Dr. Craig T. Cobane, Chief 
International Officer for Global Learning. 
"As we pursue ou r goal of becoming 
a leading American university with 
internationa I reach, it is essential that 
33 
SPRING 2015 I INTERNATIONAL REACH 
we take deliberate steps to strengthen and 
diversify our international d imensions in 
ways that enhance our academic endeavors. 
The TYO program is a prime example of 
innovative and intentional programming 
designed to elevate and internationalize 
our students' academic experiences." 
Over the past decade, WKU's 
commitment to internationalization 
has played a significant role in shaping 
its rising profi le. Tradi tional areas of 
international expansion like education 
abroad, which has long been a valued 
tool for internationalizing the s tudent 
experience at WKU, have seen noteworthy 
success over the past four years. Thanks to 
dedicated resources, creative leadership 
and facul ty support, WKU's credit-bearing 
education abroad numbers have grown 
by more than 50 percent since 2010-201 l, 
hitti11g an a ll-time high of 668 in 2013-2014. 
While this upward trend in ed Li cation 
abroad participation is encouraging, 
with more than 20,000 students enrolled 
at WKU last year, the vast majority of our 
s tudents still fall o utside the education 
a broad circle. The IYO program could be 
viewed as a response to this imbalance 
a nd a delibera te effort to ensure a ll WKU 
students have the opportun ity to have 
an international academic experience-
whether they study abroad or not. 
The selection of Ecuador for the 
inaugural country of focus was, in many 
respects, a natural one. Both WKU and 
DR. DAVID COFFEY 
Remembering David Coffey 
Kentucky boast a number of com1cctions 
to the South American country, many of 
them decades-long. Prominent among the 
state connections is the Kentucky-Ecuador 
Partners, one of the most active and 
progressive pa rtnerships in Partners of 
the Americas. WKU linkages to Ecuador 
include a s tudent exchange partnership 
with the Universidad San Francisco de 
Quito, a small liberal arts university in the 
capital ci ty, along with a host of facu lty 
members with long-standing professional 
connections to the country. 
Drawing upon WKU's substantial 
faculty connections in South Africa, 
which .include multiple, on-going research 
projects and long-standing study abroad 
programs, the 2015-2016 International 
Year Of country of focus was an easy 
choice. Though still in draft form, the !YO 
Sou th Africa calendar of events promises 
to provide WKU a year of di.verse 
experiences that w ill reflect the richness 
and complexity of South Africa. 
With only three cow1tries identified 
beyond the inaugural IYO Ecuador, WKU 
faculty members arc encouraged to propose 
new countries of focus for future JYOs. 
For more .information on the IYO 
p rogram, including the TYO Ecuador 
Spring 2015 calendar of events, 
visit: www.wku.edu /iyo. 
David Coffey, Ed.D., Agricu lture (1950- 2014) played an instrumenta l role in p lanning 
the Internationa l Year of Ecuador. Having led more than 20 study abroad programs to 
Ecuador over a lmost as many years, D r. Coffey had amassed a multitude of contacts both 
in Ecuador and in the Commonwealth that would conh·ibute to the successfu l pla nn ing 
and implementation of the inaugural International Year Of program. Additionally, more 
than 300 WKU students and alumni owe their fi rs t experiences in Ecuador to Dr. Coffey. 
It is w ith tremendous gratitude that we remember Dr. Coffey's contribution to the IYO 
and WKU. Memorial gifts can be made to the David Coffey Scholarship Fund, which w ill 
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For one week every year, a horde of 
p hotojou rna lists invades a small town in 
Kentucky or Tennessee. This tradition of 
nearly 40 years got its s tart w ith 11 one-
room schoolhouses in eastern Kentucky 
and Tennessee. 
When Mi ke Morse, past WKU 
Photojou rnalism Director and Workshop 
Coord inator, and David Sutherland, 
former WKU Photojou rnalism Director, 
read an article in the Courier-Journnl about 
the rapid disappearance of one-room 
schoolhouses, they saw a great opportunity 
for their studen ts to go off campus and do 
jou rnalis tic work with everyday people. 
Since the first trip in 1976, the 
Mountain Workshops have documented 39 
communfries in Kentucky and Tennessee, 
and they have taken about 50,000 images 
and p ublished 13 books. 
"I think Mike was a great visionary 
and he knew this could be more than 
just a class project," James Kenney, 
WKU Photojo urnalism Coordinator and 
Workshop Director, said. "You can see 
from the people he hired in our program 
that the idea was to stay in touch with the 
professional photojournalism commu ni ty, 
to have a lot of contact with them. Even 
though we were an academic program, and 
still arc, we a re very much professional, 
and we are tied into the profession. J\nd 
I th ink he saw the Mountain Workshops 
as the perfect opportunity to bring the 
professionals to us and to remind them of 
who we are." 
MEET ME AT THE MOUNTAIN I SPRING 2015 
Jn the early days, the program 
required a designated van to transport 
the enlargers and chemicals necessary to 
develop the film. Big sheets of black plastic 
hung from the ceiling as a makeshift 
darkroom. labbies, otherwise known as 
lab assistants or workshop fairies, slept 
on the floor of the darkroom as the film 
developed. When needed, labbies washed 
film in the backs of toilets, flushing 10 
times to remove all of the fixer. 
"We had to keep the chemicals at a 
certain temperature," said Tim Broekcma, 
Workshops Production Di rector. "There 
were some years where they were too 
warm, so we had to get big buckets of 
ice and put ice on them. During some 
workshops, it was too cold so we were 
constantly running warm water in a 
bathtub to keep the chemicals warm." 
Surprisingly, the switch to digital 
didn't make things much easier, as 
technological advances also changed 
the requirements for the location of 
the workshops. What could once 
be accomplished without modern 
conveniences now requires running 
hundreds of network cables, along with a 
great deal of power. 
"The tech11ological feat that happens 
is truly amazing," Broekema said. "l 
liken it to [being in] one of the larger 
newsrooms in the country for a week. 
We have 90 compu ters all networked 
together working through a database. 
The technology behind setting something 
like that up is so complicated." 
The biggest concern during the 
switch from film to digital was that 
quality, both in the images and in the 
teaching, not be sacrificed. 
"Given the fact that we were always 
going to a place that had no darkroom, the 
greatest concern in the industry was that 
we d idn't want to lose quality," Kenney 
said. "We had built up a reputation 
about being a quality workshop. 1n the 
beginning it was easier, but [emerging 
technology] allows you to do more things. 
It has made things more complicated 
because we are able to do so much more 
than we were able to do with fi lm. And, 
staying true to our form, if we cotild do 
more, then we would do more." 
ln addition to the technical advances, 
the Mountain Workshops have also 
expanded in size and scope. Mimicking 
the growth of the industry, new 
workshops with specialized tracks have 
been added over time to the annual event. 
The newest, Data Visualization, was new 
this past year, and Time-Lapse was added 
in 2013. Workshops in Photojou rnalism, 
Picture Editing and Videostorytelling 
round OL1t the program offerings. In spite 
of the growth, the program's core vision 
remains the same. 
"Size, technology, complexity, those 
are the obvious things that have changed," 
Broekema said. "Those that haven't 
changed are the more important things 
to look at and those arc the storytell ing. 
Tf we were to pull out my story T shot 
in Scottsville in 1986 and were shooting 
the exact same story today, we would 
be using the exact same [storytelling] 
process that we did back then." 
The Mountain Workshops program 
is aptly named, as the task at hand each 
year is indeed a mountain. There is so 
much work done by the staff and labbies 
leading up to the peak. The work begins 
on a Tuesday, with the fi nal presentations 
completed on Saturday. 
"The mountain is about climbing, 
about the p innacle, about getting to 
success," Broekerna said. 
Daniel Wallace (right) and other members of the 1997 production team work on editing images. 
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The idea behind the Mountain 
Workshops was to get off the beaten path 
and into small communities, documenting 
the everyday lives of the people wh o live 
and work th ere. 
"What other state has been documented 
at this level?" Morse asks. "How could the 
state of Kentucky pay to get this type of 
documentation of its history?" 
Each yea r, the Mountain Workshops 
participants give back to the community 
that has donated space and time to the 
studen ts and faculty, provid ing 300 books 
that can be sold or gifted to community 
members. The results are a point of pride, 
as many communities host events to 
d isplay the prints and show th e video that 
Broekema prepares each year. 
"l just got a ca ll the other day from 
people asking for a book from 1999 
because someone in that book recently 
died," Jim Bye, Logist ics Coordinator of 
the Workshops, said . "They were doing a 
memorial service a nd they wanted some 
books, and that happens all the t ime. 
People come back 20 years later." 
The workshops foster a great sense 
of commun ity as well. Every year, the 
selected smal I town or county experiences 
an expansion of commun ity members 
reaching out to the ph otojournalists. And 
year after year, workshop alumni return, 
either as faculty or part icipants. 
" It's a revival; a rejuvenation for the 
soul," said Broekema. "Rejuvenation for 
the visual mind . T come out of it wi th 
renewed vigor for this business.'' 
That renewed vigor has kept 
Brockema around for 29 years. In 1985, 
he started out as a Jabbie, moved to a 
participant in the Stills Wor kshop in 1986, 
and has been on staff since 1987. 
"TI1is is my yearly reunion," 
Broekema said. "I don't know w hat T 
would do without seeing t hese people 
every year. If you go to Mountain, you 
belong to this exclusive group." 
Many of the now coaches, including 
Pulitzer Prize recipient and Los Angeles 
Times photojournalist Rick Loomis ('94), 
were once participants in the workshop. 
Now, they donate their time, just like 
those who coached them donated theirs. 
"lt replicates i tself," said Jack 
Corn, former WKU Ph otojournalism 
Professor. "The s tudents come back 
and give th eir time, and that really says 
a lot abou t the program." 
All who work at the Mountain 
Workshops volunteer th eir time, taking 
time off from work and away from their 
families to work without pay, learn, 
teach and share in the atmosphere. 
"Mounta in Workshops are about 
lm·e and the people that come here do 
it because they love it," said Eric Shea, a 
WKU Photojournalism student. "There's 
something really powerful about the 
students and alumni, people like [Time 
magazine's Senior Multimedia Editor] Jon 
Woods who take their paid vacation days 
from thei r demanding careers to come 
here to not s leep so they can help us get 
better. That's love and that's something 
that I really think about. It's something 
that I want to give back to." 
Shea has been a part of the workshops 
since 2011, when he participated in the 
Top Row, left to Right 
1 Angus, the family guard dog, checks out WKU student Daniel Vorlet as 
he films some behind the scenes footage for the workshops. I 2 Mountain 
Workshops participant Joanna Graham shoots at lifelong dairy farmer Jerry 
York's farm. I 3 Liz 0. Baylen, center, dances with Rick Loomis and Denny 
Simmons during the coaches' introduction. I 4 LA Times staff photographer Liz 
0. Baylen speaks about the need to connect with a story. I S Jonathon Berlin 
from the Chicago Tribune speaks on data visualization at a workshop. 
Bottom Row, l eft to Right 
6 Students applaud after Lynne Warren's talk. I 7 Mick Cochran, picture-
editing coach, edits for the picture-editing workshop. I 8 Tom Brenner shows 
photos on the back of his camera to his subject. I 9 WKU student Jeff Brown 
checks the settings on his camera as he makes a time-lapse of the front of the 
Kentucky Horseshoe School in Richmond, Ky. Joe Howell is in the background. 
Photojournalism Workshop. He is unique 
in that he has been a participant in all but 
one of the workshops offered and has 
volunteered his t ime as a lab assistant as 
well. In 2012, he joined the Picture Editing 
Workshop, in 2013 Video Storytelling, 
and most recently as a participant in the 
Time-Lapse Workshop. 
"It's like my drug. Mountain 
Workshops is an addiction," Shea said. " T 
now get why people come back and why 
l hear, '1 went to my first workshop in '87 
and I haven't missed one since.' I get w hy 
this week is better than Christmas." 
Students take what they learn at 
the workshops and apply it to their 
careers and, with this ever-changing 
field, there is a lways something new to 
learn . Joe Howell, Sen ior Photographer a t 
Vanderbilt University, first attended the 
workshops in 1991 and th is year revisited 
the program to participate in the Time-
Lapse Workshop with Shea. 
"l wanted to do something total ly 
different than ['ve been doing," Howell 
said. "That's really the great thing about 
photography. You can keep reinventing 
yourself and you can keep learning." 
The Mou ntain Workshops leave 
lasting i mpressions on a ll involved, 
as the experiences make the hard 
work and exhaustion worthwhile. 
The impact on the students every year 
rcaffi r n1s the valLLe of the workshops 
for the fornlty and staff. 
"People come up to me after the 
workshop is over, after being through 
literally photographic hell, you know 
w ith no sleep and no energy, and yet 
they are on fire," Kenney said . "They 
embody what we want to do in this 
workshop. It's supposed to be a powerful 
experience, a life-changing experience, 
certainly a career-changing experience. 
We don' t want it to be anything less than 
that or we wouldn't do it. Tt's too much 
work. But we do it because we know it 
has that potential every year of changing 
people's lives and careers." 
WKU student Michael Noble Jr. is the first to dash through the banner at the traditional last da~•fi lm drop." 












Certified Journey Farrier Sam Geiding (right) chats w ith labbie Jeff Brown and participant Joe Howell. 
Funding has a lways been an issue 
with the workshops. ln the ea rly d ays, 
when the program was very small 
and attended only by students, the 
participants often camped o ut to save 
costs and simply paid their own way 
while they were there. Once numbers 
started to expand, they were required to 
charge all pa rticipants to help with the 
costs, which they offset with grants and 
some funding from the University. 
"The future of the workshop is so 
dependent on funding," Brockcma said. 
"The days of having newspaper s taff for 
a week are long gone. No one can take 
time off of work and get paid for it for 
something like this. So they take vacation 
time. Funding is going to be really 
important in the future-to find funding, 
to find philanthropies that understand 
the historical value of capturing and 
gathering and the information." 
TI,c future of the workshops is also 
tied to the future of the industry itself, 
as the tracks mimic the industry in their 
development. 
"I th in k a lot of photographers are 
not clear on what the futu re is going to be 
because the future of photojou rna lism is 
scary for lots of people," Rodney Curtis, 
P icture Editing coach and freelance 
writer, editor and teacher sa id. "lt's 
frightening. It's more of a fascinati ng 
panoply of mystery and options of w hat 
is going to happen." 
In the uncertain future of 
t he industry, the workshops help 
participants L'Cstore their faith and learn 
more about their trade. 
"Workshops like this give people 
hope with all the layoffs and all the 
business stuff in our profession. When it 
comes d own to it, that's not w hy we a re 
doing this," Kenney said. "We arc doing 
. this for the love of the craft a nd to change 
people's lives through our p hotographs, 
and the workshop gives us a week to 
focus on tha t and nothing else." 
Jeanie Adams-Smith checks out the stories picked by Bry'an Bennett. 
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ACADEMIC SPOTLIGHT 
WKU Study Away Steals the Show 
By Rebecca Schwartz ('14) 
WKU enjoyed a star-stud ded 
winter with Study Away, traveling to 
exciting locations such as Broadway 
and the Sundance Fi lm Festival. These 
innovative programs offered a once-in-a-
lifetime experience, p romoting travel and 
broadening horizons fo r students and 
alumni al ike. 
The WK U New York City 17,eatre 
program took participants to Broadway, 
where they experienced eight shows over 
seven days. AJwnni, international students 
and d1.1al credit participants traveled 
with WKU Theah.·e majors and faculty 
to experience firsthand the power and 
presence of the s tage. 
The 23 pa rticipants spent their 
evenings at performances. During the 
day, the a.lumni and Theatre Appreciation 
s tudents enjoyed tours of ew York. While 
these students were seeing the sights, the 
Theatre majors were exhibiting their ski lls 
at the WKU Showcase. The showcase 
gave students the opportunity to perform 
for casting agents and directors, helping 
them develop contacts in the ind ustry and 
providing real-world career experience. 
While the excursions around New 
York were inspirational, most people 
agreed the real draw of the program 
was the shows. The participants viewed 
classics such as Mac/Jeth, starring Ethan 
Hawke, and Waili11g for Godot, staring 
l~atrick Stewart and Ian McKcllen. They 
also saw more contemporary works such 
as Newsies and Matilda, as well as the 
more avant-garde work Sleep No More. 
The nightly performances had a special 
impact on the Theatre majors. Alexand ra 
"Dare" Norman, a senior Performing Alts 
Left: WKU's Tyler McDowell ('14) poses with actor Elijah Wood at the Sundance Film Festival. 
Right: WKU Winter Term student participants at the Sundance Film Festival. 
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major from Bowling Green, Ky., had this 
to say about the shows. "All of a sudden, 
T had this renewed passion to be a great 
performer, because 1 knew what 1 was 
working toward." 
Derek Wilson ('01) shared the stage 
with Ethan Hawke, playing Lennox in 
Macbeth and w1derstudying for Hawke. 
Wilson graciously conducted a talkback 
session with the program participants, 
sha1ing h is experiences and allowing 
students to ask questions. "It was really cool 
to see somebody who went to my school 
being successful and living the d ream," 
said Madeline 1l1omas, a senior Performing 
Arts major from FrankJjn, Tenn. 
ot to be outdone by Broadway, other 
vVKU sh1dents traveled to the opposite side 
of the country to the Sundance Film Festival 
in Park City, Utah. Led by Dr. Ted Hovct, 
WKU Professor of English, and Dawn 
I !all, WKU Assistant P rofessor of English, 
Academic Support, the wuquc program 
allowed students to individually tailor their 
experiences, viewing films that spoke to 
them and related to their specific areas of 
study. Realizing that the iconic festiva l fell 
within WKU's Winter Term, the program 
leaders saw it as a perfect opportw,ity to 
e>-pand the reach of their students, and 
possibly give them an "in" to the industry. 
TI,c greatest benefit of the Sundance 
p rogram was the accessibil ity of the 
actors, directors and film-makers. Seeing 
~crccnings with people associated with 
the production had a noticeable impact 
on the students. "Being able to talk with 
fellow directors gives me hope that my 
dreams are more than just fa ntasy," sa id 
Ryan Duvall, a j1.111ior Journalism and 
Broadcasting major from Crestwood, Ky. 
" I hope that other Film students will have 
the opportunity to try this unique study 
away t"xperience and that it will continue 
fo r many years to come." 
With 200 fi lms being screened at 
Sw1.dancc, the students all had very 
different experiences. Some focused on 
women in film and others on directing 
or editing. Whether it was meeting Elijah 
Wood at the premiere of his newest fi lm, 
listening to Wil liam H. Macy give hints 
on directing, or hearing Robert Redford's 
thoughts on independent fi lm, each 
student could pick and choose what 
mattered most to his or her area of study. 
Even w ith the w ide variety of 
experiences, one word came up again 
and again: "dream." The students 
regularly described the program as a 
ACADEMIC SPOTLIGHT I SPRING 2015 
Left: Ian McKellen shows his support ofWKU by 
posing with a Red Towel. 
Top Right: Patrick Stewart signs autographs for 
excited WKU fans. 
Bottom Right: WKU students who participated 
in the Broadway Winter Term visited w ith Derek 
Wilson ('01 ), who shared the stage with Ethan 
Hawke in Macbeth. 
dream come true, or as something that 
was help ing them follow their dreams. 
Perhaps athan Gjerstad, a senior 
Jo1.1rnalism and Broadcasting major 
from Bard stown, Ky., said it best. "As 
film students, we d ream about going to 
Sundance," he said . "This trip has been 
a jumping off point for me. l 'vc met 
people I wou ld have never met before. 
I've made new friends, experienced 
new th ings. I learned more in the 10 
days than I ever thought possible. T feel 
confident moving forward in my career 
and in my life." 
After the resounding success, both 
the Broadway and Sundance programs 
arc gearing up for another year. WKU 
is extending its reach across the.country 
while giving studen t the experience of 
a l ifetime. 
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Memories of Coach Jimmy Feix 
1931-2014 
ByGaryWest 
Most coaches, regard less of the sport, 
want to win. Some arc even driven to a 
level of "win at all cost." 
I had the good fortune of working with 
Coach Jimmy Feix from 1981 through 1993 
while I served as the Director of Hill topper 
Athletic Foundation and he coached 
football, and then became Alumni Director 
before being named Director of Athletics. 
Coad, Feix's records are there for 
everyone to see. Not on.ly was he WKU 's first 
football All-American, his jersey is also one 
of two that hangs on the side of Houchens 
Tndustiics-L.T. Smith Stadium in retirement. 
But for me, Jimmy was much more 
than touchdown passes, locker-room pep 
talks, or drawing up a double-reverse play 
to win a game. 
Those who knew him were also well 
aware of the side of him behind the wheel 
of his car. Here he took on an extension of a 
personality that always seemed to be in fast 
fo1ward. Just as he had done as a star athlete 
at Henderson Barret High School, where he 
even went head-to-head on the basketball 
court with Owensboro's Cliff Hagan ("I was 
ove1matd1ed that night," Jinmly laughed 
years later.), Jimmy always seemed to be on 
a mission, or better yet, in a h urry. 
In a driving safety promotion a number 
of years ago, all of us were warned to "look 
out for the other driver." Perhaps it was 
.50 
Jimmy we were to be on the lookout for. 
On the football field he never just 
strolled the sidelines; he was always in 
a huny- in a h urry to talk to a player, 
another coach or, when need be, a referee. 
Constant movement was Jimmy Feix. 
And that's the way he d rove his car . . . 
always in a hmry. 
There were times when it d id not 
serve him well. 
oticing a dent in Jimmy's car several 
years ago, l asked him what happened. " I 
was minding my own business and got hi t 
by a parked car," he said. 
Then there was the time Jimmy was 
driving to see a recrnit. He was in a hurry 
as usual when a Kentucky State Trooper 
pulled him over. " I was sort of hoping he'd 
recognize me or my name and just give me 
a warning," he said. "But I knew I was in 
trouble when he looked at my license and 
said, 'Mr. Felix, you need to slow it down."' 
When Jimmy was the AD., Jack 
Harbaugh and l went with hin, up 
to LouisvUle to speak to a citywide 
Quarterback Club. Heading back to 
Bowling Green, with Jimmy driving and 
running low on fL1el, he decided we needed 
to pull off of 1-65 at Cave City. Mistaking a 
rest area exit for Cave City, he soon realized 
he was not where he thought he was. 
Without missing a beat and only saying, 
"This is not an exit," he put the pedal to the 
metal and blitzed the rest al'ca at 80 miles 
per hour. Once we were back i.n Bowling 
Green, after Jimmy had let Jack and me out 
in the Diddle Arena paxki.ng lot, Jack looked 
at me and laughed saying, "1 don't th ink 
I've ever been on sud1 a ride in my life." 
Fo1mer Men's Basketball Coach Ralph 
Willard told meofa trip he took with Jimmy. 
"We were nuu1ing late and he 
cut another car off," Willard laughed. 
"Somehow the other driver got in front 
of us at a s toplight. He got out of his 
car dressed in bib overalls and bigger 
than Haystack Montana, the wrestler, 
he was mad. But Jimmy apologized and 
everything was okay." 
Sam Clark, a former p layer and 
assistant to Jimmy for several years, 
recalled a tinle when the Hilltoppers were 
playing in Louisiana and the coaches had 
been invited to a sh1imp boil. 
"]Lmmy realized we had only a few 
minutes to get back to the hotel i11 order to 
do our bed check," Sam said. "One of the 
local policemen told us to get i11 his car and 
he would get us there on time. We d id, and 
he did, sometimes reaching speeds over 100 
miles per hour. It was an unbelievable ride. 
When we reached the hotel Jimmy 
said, ' I need to get me one of these cars."' 
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THUMBS-UP! I SPRING 2015 
T/111111bs-Up! recog11izes the artistic endeavors of our talented a/1111111i. We want to l1011or yo11r 
creative spirit and slrnre your achievements. Do you have something t'O share with your fellow 
al1111111i? I-lave yo11 recently published a book, sang your heart out in a 11111sirnl, or held a11 ex/1ibit io11 
of your artwork? Please submit your m111011nce111e11 / by mail lo WKU Al111rn1i Associntio11, 292 
Alumni Ave., Suite 302, Bowling Green, KY 42101 or via clllail al alwn11i@wk11.ed11. 
Larnelle Harris ('69) 
Larnelle Harris ('69) of Louisville, Ky., 
became the first Christian singer to 
receive the Kentucky Governor's Artist 
Award for Lifetime Achievement in 
the Arts. The prestigious award is given 
annually to Kentuckians who have made 
significant contributions to the arts in 
the Commonwealth, across the country 
and around the globe. Harris is the only 
person in history to be a member of three 
distinct hall of fame organizations: the 
Gospel Music Hall of Fame, the Kentucky 
Music Hall of Fame and the Amateur 
Radio Hall of Fame. In addition to winning five Grammy Awards and 11 Dove Awards, 
including being named Male Vocalist of the Year three times by the gospel music 
industry, Harris has garnered 19 #1 national radio singles. He is also a member of 
the WKU Hall of Distinguished Alumni and received an honorary doctorate in Fine 
Arts from WKU in 2008. Harris continues to tour worldwide, recently performing 
at Carnegie Hall and in Paris, France. CCM Magazine reviewed a recent concert and 
described Harris as having a "larger-than-life stage presence with impeccable vocal 
prowtiss." Visit www.Larnelle.com for more info. 
Mark Bailey (' 11) 
Mark Bailey ('11) of Cold Spring, Ky., recently 
gave a TEDx Talk in Dayton, Ohio. His talk 
promoted his thesis idea "Hybrid Amusement 
Parks: Re-grounding Leisure within the 
Urban Community." In 2014, Bailey received 
his Master of Architecture degree from 
Miami University and began working as a 
Project Designer at Levin Porter Associates 
in Dayton, Ohio. For more information, visit 
markkevinbaileyjr.com. 
Mike Longo ('59) 
Mike Longo ('59) of New York, N.Y., a 
veteran pianist, composer, arranger, 
bandleader and Dizzy Gillespie alumnus, 
has released a new live album paying 
tribute to Oscar Peterson, his idol and 
former teacher. Longo notes that Peterson 
taught him to always play like himself 
and not try to imitate anyone else. The 
Mike Longo Trio Celebrates Oscar 
Peterson Live is now available. For more 
information, visit mikelongojazz.com. 
Wesley Young ('92) 
Wesley Young ('92) of Pulaski, Va., was selected as one of 
16 participants for the second annual Kennedy Center 
Directing Intensive in Washington, D.C. Young holds an 
MFA from The University of Alabama and is in his 15th year 
at Radford University, where he is an Associate Professor 
ofTheatre. 
Riley Dever ('06, ' 13) 
Poppy & Clover, a store located in Dalton, Ky., 
features hand-poured soy candles, handmade all-
natural health and beauty products, and custom 
home goods. Poppy & Clover, owned and operated 
by Riley Dever ('06, '13) and her mother, Gina 
Boyd, is located in a 90-year-old general store. Visit 
poppyandcloverstore.com to learn more or shop 
online. 
ss 
1 Daniel ('02, 
_ Leslie McCoy ('051 '071 
56 
SPR I N G 2 01 5 
CLASS NOTES 
Class Notes is a departme11t that allows WKU A/1111111i Associatio11 111e111bcrs to update fellow c/ass111ates 011 sig111ficn11/ acco111plisl11ne11/·s and eve11ts in 
their li11es. A11n11a/ memberships are $35 for a si11gle or $50 for a joint membership. Lifcti1J1e l/le111bersliips are $700 for a sil1gle and $1,000 for a joi11t 
111e111bership. lf yo11 wish to publish nn11ou,1w1e11ts in Class Notes, please submit the111 by mail to WKU A/1111111 i Association, 292 A /1111111i Ave., Suite 
302, Bowli11g Green, KY 42101 or via email al 11/1111111i@wk11.ed11 . 
Brenda Moore Anthony ('64) and 
Richard D. Anthony ('73) of North Logan, 
Utah, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
in 2014. Brenda is the Founding Director of the 
Celebrate America Show. Richard retired from 
the Church Education System for the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints after spending 
27 years at the Logan Institute of Religion at Utah 
State University. They have six children and 17 
grandchildren. (photo 1) 
Russ Hopper ('68) of Bowling Green, Ky., 
recently received the Certified Alcohol and Drug 
Counselor of the Year award in recognition of his 
dedication, commitment and excellence in the 
delivery of alcohol and other drug counseling 
services. Hopper is the founder and President of 
Questhouse, a licensed recovery retreat. 
Jill M. Metz ('74) of Chicago, Ill., was honored by 
the Chicago Bar Foundation, the charitable arm ofThe 
Chicago Bar Association, with the Edward J. Lewis Pro 
Bono Award. This award distinguishes attorneys who 
display a deep commitment to equal justice through 
outstanding pro bona service. 
Debbie Taffer ('76) of Kevil, Ky., was recently 
named the Executive Director of Laboratory Services 
for the Baptist Health system. Taffer has worked at 





Lydia Raglin Williams ('81 ) of Lithonia, 
Ga., has been selected as the runner up for Atlanta 
Public Schools High School Teacher of the Year. She 
has served as a choral director for 30 years, and she 
is a Georgia Music Educator's Association Adjudicator 
and an active member of the National Association for 
Music Education. (photo 2) 
Wayne Kelly ('85) of Agua Dulce, Texas, 
Principal at Agua Dulce Elementary School, will 
serve as the Region 2 President-Elect for the Texas 
Elementary Principals and Supervisors Association 
(TEPSA). Kelly is in his 14th year as an educator. 
Dr. James Flynn ('86) of Franklin, Ky., 
Superintendent of Simpson County Schools, was 
named the 2015 Kentucky Superintendent of the Year 
by the Kentucky Association of School Administrators. 
Flynn was selected for his enthusiastic and iconic 
devotion to improving achievement levels for all 
students and for the inspiration he provides his staff 
and colleagues. (photo 3) 
Cliffe Allen ('87) of Carmel, Ind., was recently 
appointed Director, Sales - Americas, Anatomical 
Pathology Division for Thermo Fisher Scientific. 
Cliffe has more than 27 years of sales and national 
accounts leadership experience, previously with 
GlaxoSmithKline and Roche Diagnostics. (photo 4) 
R. Barkley Payne ('87) of Chicago, Ill., was 
recently named Executive Director of the American 
Medical Association Foundation. Payne also serves as 
President of the 2014-2015 Board of Directors for the 
Association Foundation Group. (photo 5) 
Bob Young ('87) ofBowling Green, Ky., a partner 
at English Lucas Priest & Owsley, LLP, was elected 
Chair of the Law Practice Division of the American Bar 
Association. He will serve a one-year term. (photo 6) 
Col. Eddie Gillon ('90) of Scott Air 
Force Base, Ill., received his Master of Science 
in National Resource Policy from National 
Defense University in Washington, D.C. (photo 7) 
Jason Kupchella ('92, '97) of Bowling 
Green, Ky., is the first Chief Academic Officer for Warren 
County Public Schools. He most recently served as the 
Principal of Briarwood Elementary School. 
Bryan Baysinger ('93) of Glasgow, Ky., has 
been elected to the position of Senior Vice President 
with Hilliard Lyons. The recognition is based on his 
account service achievements. He has been a Hilliard 
Lyons Financial Consultant since 1998. (photo 8) 
Jason Brewer ('93) of Denver, Colo., has joined 
Divorce Matters", a Colorado Family Law firm devoted 
to individuals in transition who require specialized 
attention and services. 
Robyn Puryear ('93) of Madison, Va., was 
recently named Assistant Principal at Sycamore Park 
Elementary School in Culpeper, Va. 
Jason Scott Embry ('94, '95) of St. Louis, 
Mo., and Elizabeth Schwaab were married on Aug. 
30, 2014. Jason has also been nam~d Director 
of Advancement for the Today and Tomorrow 
Educational Foundation. (photo 9) 
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Nancy (Holloran) Gibson ('94) of 
Henderson, Ky., has been named Director of District 
Relations and Operations for Henderson County Schools. 
Christina Mitchell Bentley ('95) of 
Corbin, Ky., is the new Web/Special Pages Editor 
for the Times-Tribune in Corbin, Ky. She is also an 
Adjunct Professor in the English Department at 
Lincoln Memorial University. 
Jinger (Davis) Carter ('95) of Sturgis, Ky., 
has been named Director of Human Resources for 
Henderson County Schools. Carter most recently served 
as the Director of Assessment and Accountability. 
Steve Carter ('96) of Sturgis, Ky., has been 
named Assistant Superintendent of District Wide 
Services for Union County Schools. Carter more 
recently served as the Director of Student Support 
Services and Pupil Personnel. 
D. Matthew Gregory, Ph.D. ('99) of 
Zachary, la., recently represented the Association for 
Student Conduct Administration (ASCA), for which 
he currently serves as President, in Washington, D.C. 
He and four other ASCA leaders met with members 
from the staffs of Vice President Bid en, the Office for 
Violence Against Women and others about Title IX on 
college campuses. (photo 10) 
Matt Walker ('99, 'OS) of Louisville, Ky., was 
recently promoted to the administrative position 
of ECE Placement Specialist with Jefferson County 
Public Schools in Louisville, Ky. He is also entering 
his second season as the Pitching Coach with the 
Indiana University Southeast baseball program in 
New Albany, Ind. 
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Matthew Adamson ('01 , '11 ) of Bowling 
Green, Ky., has been named Assistant Principal of 
Warren East High School. Prior to this position, he 
served as the Interim Principal of Edmonson County 
Middle School and as a teacher at South Edmonson 
Elementary School. 
Shailen Bhatt ('01) of Dover, Del., has been 
named Executive Director for the Colorado Department 
of Transportation. Bhatt most recently served as 
Cabinet Secretary for the Delaware Department of 
Transportation where he directed a nearly billion-
dollar budget and managed 2,800 employees and the 
state's transportation system. 
James Pultorak ('01) of Rockwall, Texas, has 
joined Klein Tools as V1Ce President of Manufacturing. 
He has more than 20 years of experience in 
manufacturing and operations in a variety of 
industries including hand tools, tool storage, printing, 
packaging, roofing and automotive. 
Daniel McCoy ('02, '05) and Leslie 
(Peek) McCoy ('05, '07) of Bowling Green, 
Ky., were married Dec. 22, 2014. He is employed by 
Ohio County Schools, and she is employed by Bowling 
Green Independent Schools. She was also recently 
recognized by the National School Public Relations 
Association as one of the Top 35 Under 35 school public 
relations professionals in America. (photo 11) 
Sarah Davasher-Wisdom ('04, '06) 
of Louisville, Ky., joined Greater Louisville, Inc., the 
Metro Chamber of Commerce, as Vice President of 
Government Affairs & Collaboration. She most recently 
served as the Government Relations Manager for the 
Kentucky district of the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
Katie Wellington ('09) of 
Indianapolis, Ind., has been accepted into the 
Peace Corps and has begun working in South 
Africa as a health volunteer. She organizes 
projects dedicated to issues such as basic 
nutrition, sanitation and sexually transmitted 
diseases and hopes to make a difference raising 
awareness about the need for education. 
"As a registered dietician, I wi ll be working 
with the people of South Africa as a health 
volunteer with our primary goal to combat 
malnutrition and the HIV/AIDS endemic that 
plagues the country's people," said Wellington. 
Wellington completed a dietetic internship 
in 2010 at Ball State University and a pediatric 
nutrition fellowship in 2012 at Indiana 
University Purdue University - Indianapolis. 
Prior to joining the Peace Corps, she worked as 
a registered dietician. She will serve in South 
Africa for two years. 
Warren Cunningham ('05) of Glasgow, 
Ky., has been named Principal for the Barren County 
Trojan Academy, the ninth-grade center for incoming 
freshmen. He is also the Head Boys Basketball Coach 
for Barren County High School. 
Joey Gibson ('05) of Prospect, Ky., has joined 
Kentucky Telco Federal Credit Union in Louisville, Ky., 
as a Financial Analyst. His new role includes data 
mining and statistical analysis to provide guidance to 
senior management and business units. He and his 
wife, Malandra Jalyne Gibson ('06), welcomed their 
third child in October. (photo 12) 
Matthew Ransdell ('06) and Sandra (Harrell) 
Ransdell of St. Petersburg, Fla., were married on April 
24, 2014, in the Chandler Memorial Chapel on WKU's 
campus. Matthew is the son of WKU President Gary 
Ransdell and Julie Ransdell. Matthew and Sandra both 
practice law in St. Petersburg. (photo 13) 
Matt Villmer ('06) of Charlotte, N.C., is one of 
the founding attorneys of the new Business Litigation 
Practice Group of Sodoma Law, P.C. Prior to joining 
Sodoma Law, he was the youngest attorney in Florida 
history to argue before Florida's 1st District Court of 
Appeals. Villmer was also lead counsel in the largest 
claim filed against BP after the 2010 oil spill. 
Joshua Moore ('07, '09) of Franklin, Ky., 
was recently awarded the Distinguished Staff 
Service Award from Morehead State University. 
Moore currently serves as the Minority Academic 
Services Coordinator and has been instrumental in 
the implementation of several campus programs 
focused on mentoring and retention. 
Laura (Graves) Veld man ('07) and Gord 
Veldman ('02, '05) were married on summer 
solstice, June 21, 2014. They were both members of 
the WKU Swim Team. (photo 14) 
Nick·Lowe ('08, '13) of Bowling Green, Ky., is 
the new Athletic Director at Greenwood High School. 
Lowe, who also serves as the Cross-Country Coach, is 
entering his sixth year as a teacher at Greenwood. 
Jon Porter ('08, '12) of Sconsville, Ky., is the 
new Assistant Principal at James E. Bazzell Middle 
School. Porter most recently taught in the Warren 
County Public Schools District. 
Cayla Duncan ('09, ' 11 ) of Bowling Green, 
Ky., has been named Catering and Event Sales Director 
at The Club at Olde Stone. (photo IS) 
Althea Hurt ('09) of Radcliff, Ky., has been 
named Principal of Meadow View Elementary School. 
Hurt previously served as the Assistant Principal of 
North Hardin High School for five years. 
Todd Webb ('09) of Franklin, Ky., is the new 
Head Coach of the Hopkins County Central High School 
Lady Storm Girls' Basketball team. Webb has also 
coached at Warren Central High School, Springfield 
High School and Adairville Middle School. 
Leann (Stinson) Martin ('10) of Russellville, 
Ky., is the new Agriculture/Natural Resource Extension 
Agent for Logan County Cooperative Extension Service. 
Richard Brown ('11 )of Huntington, Ind., is the 
new Athletic Director at Bishop Luers High School in 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Julia Bright Crigler ('11 ) of Pewee Valley, 
Ky., has been named the Kentucky State Director for 
Americans for Prosperity. 
Whitney Davis ('12) of Bowling Green, Ky., 
has joined Werkshop Branding as Brand Manager. She 
will focus on client services and product management, 
and will head the agency's social and digital media 
engagement platforms. 
Jordan Campbell ('13) of Mount Sterling, 
Ky., recently served as a White House Intern in 
Washington, D.C. He worked with arts and education 
policy portfolios and was also active with youth 
and family activities. Campbell was also selected to 
portray the Easter Bunny at the White House Easter 
Egg Roll. (photo 16) 
Ryan "Blake" Crabtree ('13) of Austin, Ky., 
has been hired as a Teacher and Head Baseball Coach 
for Russellville High School. 
Chris Kinney ('13) of Louisville, Ky., is now 
working as an Outside Sales Representative at Graybar 
Electric in Nashville, Tenn., in the energy division. 
Christopher Wenger ('13) of Buckner, Ky., 
has accepted a position with The Rawlings Group as a 
Subrogation Analyst. 
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Kaitlen 
Osburn 
('1 O) of 
Franklin, Tenn., 
has received the 
2014 Gant Gaither 
Theatre Award 
from the Princess 
Grace Foundation. 
Kaitlen is currently pursuing her Master of Fine 
Arts degree in Ensemble-Based Physical Theatre at 
Dell'Arte International in Blue Lake, Calif. 
"As a part of the Princess Grace Foundation 
family, I will also have access to future funding 
opportunities throughout the rest of my career; 
said Osburn. "Finding funding for graduate 
degrees in the performing arts is not an easy 
task, so I am really thankful to have been 
chosen as a winner." 
Osburn is the first current student at 
Dell'Arte to win a scholarship from the Princess 
Grace Foundation. The award is a theatre 
scholarship that will cover tuition for her final 
year at Dell'Arte International. 
"I have a special place in my heart for the 
WKU Theatre & Dance Department, since I had 
many of my 'theatre firsts' in stately <11d Gordon 
Wilson Hall;' she said. 
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Randa (Sawyers) Young ('13) and 
Justin Lee Young ('07) of Bowling Green, 
Ky., were married on April 26, 2014, at The Club at 
Olde Stone in Bowling Green, Ky. Randa is currently 
the Office Assistant for the WKU Doctor of Physical 
Therapy Program and will return to WKU in the 
Spring of 2015 to pursue her master's degree 
in Organizational Communication. Justin works 
as a Professional Civil Engineer at the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet, where he has been employed 
for seven years. (photo 17) 
Sydney Lutsch {'14) of Nashville, Tenn., 
recently joined Brooksource as a Technical Recruiter. 
Tyler Lockhart ('14) of Houston, Texas, 
recently joined CBS Radio as an Account Executive. 
Amanda Reed Colpo ('06) and Aaron 
Colpo, of Louisville, Ky., announce the birth of their 
second child, Landon James. Landon was born on 
Oct. 26, 2014, and joins big sister, Evelyn. (photo 18) 
Dr. Josh ('OO) and Dana (Stephens) 
Detre ('00) of Zachary, La., announce the birth 
of their son, John Abram. Born on July 23, 2014, in 
Baton Rouge, La., he weighed 7 pounds, 3 ounces 
and was 19 inches long. He was welcomed home by 
his brother, Caden, and sister, Ella Grace. (photo 19) 
Ryan ('04) and Christine Jenkins 
('02, '04) of Alvaton, Ky., welcomed triplets in 
July 2014. Everly, Harper and Wyatt joined older 
brother, Wes. (photo 20) 
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Davey Mills ('04) and Suzanna Mills, of 
Owensboro, Ky., are the proud parents of Penny Jean, 
born on May 9, 2014. She weighed 8 pounds, 11 
ounces and was 22 inches long. (photo 21) 
Abe Music ('05) and Amber Music, of 
Hermitage, Tenn., welcomed their first child, Liliana 
Elaine, on Dec. 27, 2014. (photo 22) 
Rachel (Davis) Riddell ('02) and Kurt 
Riddell, of Pewee Valley, Ky., announce the birth of 
their son, Samuel Davis, on Nov. 12, 2014. He weighed 
8 pounds, 15 ounces and was 21 inches long. Sam was 
welcomed by his big brother, Jack. (photo 23) 
Dennis Skaggs ('99, '00) and Marnelli Jill 
Skaggs of Bowling Green, Ky., announce the birth of 
their daughter, Bethany Grace, on Dec. 23, 2014. She 
weighed 7 pounds, 9 ounces and was 20 inches long. 
She was welcomed by her big brother, Mattheus 
James, who is 5 years old. (photo 24) 
Hank ('09) and Kelly (Cohen) Wilson 
('091, of Bowling Green, Ky., welcomed their son, 
Hanley Michael, on Aug. 8, 2014. (photo 25) 
Gary P. West, of Bowling Green, Ky., has been 
honored in the second class of Distinguished Alumni 
at Elizabethtown High School, where he received the 
Tradition of Excellence Award in September 2014. 
West has authored 10 books about Kentucky and 
writes for several magazines and newspapers. He 
also served as the first full-time Executive Director of 
the Hilltopper Athletic Foundation at WKU. 
Kyle O'Donnell ('13) of Bowling 
Green, Ky., has garnered attention for his 
business, Only Footprints, which features 
socks knit from organic cotton. O'Donnell 
says he chose to enroll in WKU's MBA program 
because students could take business courses 
in sustainability and focus on how to make 
products more efficiently and with less impact 
on the environment. "Now, I've turned those 
thoughts into a small business," O'Donnell said. 
"Delivering happiness drives me:· he said. 
"When an eCommerce order arrives, I think, 'Can 
I get these made and shipped today? Will it 
arrive to a Kentucky customer tomorrow?' These 
are exciting questions." O'Donnell also enjoys 
that when customers open their packages most 
have chosen a 100 percent organic cotton and 
biodegradable product. 
He is looking for ways to expand Only 
Footprints. ·1 hope to grow towards the size of 
Fruit of the Loom and order truckloads of cotton, 
not just pallets; he said. For more information, 
visit http:/ /www.onlyfootprints.us/. 
Mr. Bernard L. Adams, '41 BU 
Mr. David R. Adams, '63 BU 
Mr. Ezra "Demp" Alford 
Ms. Linda Lee Allan, Staff 
Mr. Hugh Donald Allen, '85 
Mrs. Helen (Farris) Allen, '39 
Mr. Louis J. Amato 
Mrs. Ruby (Hawkins) Anderson, '51 
Ms. Valeria (Barbour) Anderson, '57 
Mr. Gary L. Aspin 
Ms. Lucy Auciello,' 46 BU 
Mr. Donald E. Augenstein 
Mr. Timothy Lee Auler, '86 
Ms. Jill Roaden Bailey, 73 
Mr. Stan F. Baker, 73 
Mr. Thomas Martin Baker, 78 
Mr. Martin Foley Barbour 
Mr. Terry Thaddues Barna, '82 
Mr. Larry Dewayne Basham, '74, 78 
Ms. Rosa Workman Bearden, '93 
Mr. Donald Gene Beauchamp, '77 
Mrs. Ann (Meredith) Beck, '57 
Ms. Debra J. Belcher 
. Mrs. Mary Ellen (Jones) 
Belk, '68, '90, Faculty 
Ms. Flora S. Bell, '60 
Mrs. Harriet Greer Bente 
Dr. Bobetta Bentley, '83, '83 
Mrs. Macie G. Berlin 
Mrs. Linda Russell Beshear 
Mrs. Sherry Sohm Biddle 
Ms. Hilda B. Bingham 
Ms. Shela June Bingham, '96 
Ms. Juanita (Allen) Blair, '61 
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We 1~1y tribute to all members of the WKU family who hat't' p,N.,cd away. 
Mrs. Mary Alison (Waggoner) Blair, '53 Ms. Patricia (Stockton) Cooke, 7 4, 78 Sgt. Maj. (Ret.) Robert Franklin Epley, '04 
Mr. Robert Clay Boarman, '13, '14 Mr. Steven G. Cothern, '93 Mrs. Mary Baker Estes, ' 49 
Mr. Daryl D. Bogard, '63 BU Mr. Gilbert L. Coulter Mr. Lewis Evans, '63 
Mr. Cecil D. Bowling, '71 Mr. Charles "Bill" Crafton, '48 Mr. Edward I. Ezedi, '71 
Mrs. Evelyn C. Branson Mr. Thomas E. Crafton, '72 Mr. James "Jimmy"W. Feix, '53, '58, Staff 
Ms. Corine Hope Brashear, '45 Mrs. Christy Craver Mr. Jack M. Ferguson, Jr., '94 
Mr. Danny K. Brooks, '88 Mr. David Eugene Crawford, '76 Mr. Osburn R. Flener 
Rev. Carline E. Brown, '48 Dr. Mary A. Crenshaw, ' 40 Dr. James "Jim" S. 
Mr. Irvin Brown Ms. Odell Summers Crockett, 73 
Flynn, Jr., '66, '68, Faculty 
Hon. Wendell H. Ford 
Mrs. Vickie L. Brown Mrs. Maxine (Mann) Cunningham 
Dr. James Reno Buckles Mr. Leonard P. Curry, '51 
Mrs. Jesse Irene (Watkins) Fortin, '62 BU 
Mrs. Adna Burkeen Mr. Murel Daniel 
Mr. Adon M. Foster 
Mrs. Elizabeth (Hall) Burress Mr. Donald L. Darnell, '69, '74 
Mr. Clarence William Frederick 
Ms. Alice (Looney) Calebs, '75 Mr. Charles M. Davidson, '51 
Mrs. Marjorie E. (Day) Frederick 
Mrs. Alice Jean (Kirk) Cannon, '48 Dr. Henrietta (Rose) Davis 
Mrs. Louise (Mitchell) French 
Mrs. Martha (Clement) Carlson, '40 Ms. Lettie C. Day, '61 
Mrs. Thelma (White) Froyd, '44 
Col. Sidney C. Carpenter, '39 Mr. Michael Stephen Deckard, '96 
Mr. Donald R. Fulcher, 74 
Ms. Margaret "Peg" Cather, '64 Mr. Richard J. DeMars, Sr. 
Mr. Fred Furrow, Ill 
Mr. Michael L. Caulk, '96 Mrs. Ruth Brown Denhardt, '38 BU 
Dr. Milton Keith Gabehart, '58, Faculty 
Mrs. Martha K. Garner 
Mr. George Terrence Cavanaugh, '51 Mrs. Sarah (Ritchie) Dennis, '00, '05 
Dr. Emily K. Champion Mrs. Karen S. Diehl 
Ms. Kristin Garrett 
Mrs. Joy (Allen) Champion Mr. William G. Dobbs, '55 
Mrs. Nell B. Gibbs, '60 
Mr. Lindsey Champion, '74 Mr. Don R. Doty, Sr. 
Mr. Scott B. Gibbs, '64 
Mr. Donald Chapman, '53, '64 Mrs. Eve (McCann) Dowell, '89, '95 
Mr. Charlie Gill, Jr., '62 BU 
Mr. Buddy A. Childress, '50 BU, Staff Mr. Patrick J. Doyle, '92 
Mrs. Valeria (Morris) Gillis 
Mr. Billie Cooper Clark, '56 BU, '64 Mr. Carl F. Driver,' 49 
Ms. Vivian (Johnson) Glass, '70 
Mr. Edward M. Clayton Mrs. Mary (MacKavanagh) Drumm, '61 
Ms. Inez Jeanelle Gooch, '88 
Mr. Grant Price Cline, 79 Mr. Bill J. Dukes 
Mr. Octavus Granger 
Mrs. Mary Ann Mr. Norman Cleo Duncan, '65 
Ms. Mary Lou Green 
(Armour) Coffman, '65 Mrs. Elizabeth Yates Dunn 
Mr. Robert N. Green 
Mrs. Carolyn E. Cole Mr. Felix E. Durham, '49 BU 
Mr. WalterW. Green, '53 
Dr. Paul J. Cole Mr. William D. Durham 
Mr. Paul E. Greer, '47 BU 
Dr. W. Frank Cole, '50, '65 Mrs. Eleanor J. Edwards 
Or. James W. Grimm, Faculty 
Mr. Bernard B. Collins Mr. Tyler G. English Lt. Col. Gerald Dale Guthrie, '55 
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Mr. Jack Haberkorn 
Mrs. Mary Belle (Asher) Hafer 
Mrs. Edith Carolyn (Ward) Hagan, '80 
Dr. Lee Warren Hahn/en, 72 
Mr. Norris L. Harris 
Mr. George L. Hart 
Dr. Connie Jean Hayes, '83, '86 
Mrs. Jean Sawyer (Dunagan) Hayes, '41 
Mrs. Ann T. Haywood, '58 
Mr. William L. Hemphill, '48 BU 
Mr. Maxie E. Higgason, '63 
Mr. Bennett L. Higgins, '82 
Mrs. Claude (Latham) Hightower, '49, '53 
Mr. Brian J. Hill 
Mrs. Janice "Jan" Hill 
Mrs. Tara Lynn (Crump} Hirsekorn, '96 
Mrs. Amy Jo (Dye) Hisch 
Mr. Carl 0. Holder, Staff 
Ms. Karen L. Holm, '95 
Ms. Ida Virginia (Rosson) Holpp, '39 
Retired Col. Sidney C. Carpenter 
('39) passed away on Oct. 12, 
2014, at 100 yea rs of age. Upon 
h is graduation from WKU, he 
was commissioned a Second 
Lieutena nt in the U.S. Army 
Reserve and was ordered to 
active duty in 1942. 
During his military career, Carpente r was a commanding 
officer, Commandant of The Armored School and Director of The 
Leader's School at Fort Knox, was among the firs t occupation 
forces in Japan at the end of WWll, saw combat in the Korean 
War as Senior Advisor to the Second Republic of Korea infantry 
Division and received the Distinguished Service Cross a nd the 
Eulj i Cordon Korean meda l in 1952 for extraordinary heroism on 
the battlefield . He was a pa ratrooper, a distinguished riflem an, 
and received the CIB and numerous other awards. He was the 
executive officer of the U.S. International Shooting Team in 
the 37th World Shooting Championships in Moscow, U.S.S.R.; 
served as juryman and referee for the U.S. Internationa l Shooting 
Team in the 38th World Shooting Championships in Cairo, 
Egypt; coached the U.S. Shooting Team in the 1958 Pan American 
games; coached the U.S. Shooting Team in the 1960 Summer 
Olympics in Rome, Jta ly; and was the National Rifle a nd Pistol 
Matches Director at Camp Perry, Ohio. 
His image is depicted on the WKU Guthrie Bel l Tower, 
which honors men and women of WKU who honorably served 
o ur country. 
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Mr. William Mcclave Holzapfel 
Mr. Carter K. Hooks, '56, '60 
CW4 Mary L. Hootman, 76 
Mr. Terry W. Howell 
Dr. Timothy K. Hulsey, '71 
Ms. Linda Tufts Humphrey 
Mr. Jerry M. Hunley 
Mrs. Kimberly J. Jackson, '05 
Mr. Frank "Grant" Jones, II, '79 
Mr. James C. Jones, '70 
Mrs. Melanie (Harned) Jones, '91, '93, Staff 
Ms. Suzanne Jones, 70, 73 
Mr. Archie C. Jordan, Jr., '60 
Mr. Ghodratollah H. Karimian, '80, '81 
Mrs. Juanita Lewis Kelly 
Ms. Jennifer G. Keltner, '85, '87 
Mr. Donald K. Kenady, '60 
Ms. Josephine (Wand) King, '47 
Mrs. Martha P. Kirkpatrick, '70 
Dr. Paul Raymond Kleykamp, II, '74 
Mrs. Mary Jane (Graham) Knight, '40 
Mrs. Jemmie (Crafton) Kuchenbrod, '70 
Mrs. Grace (Powell) Lane, '51 
Mr. William B. Lane 
Mr. Thomas H. Lassiter, '59, '65 
Mrs. Oleta (Smith) Lawson, '50 
Mr. Steven R. Ligon, 71 
Mr. Jesse W. Link 
Mrs. Laura Martin Huddleston Link 
Mrs. Chrystine Little, '59 
Mrs. Rowena Powers Livingston 
Mrs. Mil bra (Atkinson) Long, '42, '46 
Mr. Robert W. Long,'? 5 
Mr. Robert Loughbom 
Ms. Anna Loving 
Ms. Jewel A. Lowder, '64 
Mr. J. Scott Lowe 
Mrs. Julia (Cole) Loy, '75 
Mr. Warren Mahan, '53 
Ms. Nell (Dalton) Main, '60 
Mrs. Margaret (Fuqua) Mansfield, '47 
Mrs. Mary (Bone) Markham 
Ms. Mabel Elizabeth Marshall 
Mr. Charles W. Martin, Jr., '53 
Mr. Russell A. Martin, '56 
Dr. Adam Pence Matheny, Jr. 
Mrs. Virginia (Skaggs) Matthews 
Mr. John Jennings May 
Mrs. Linda (Evans) McCabe 
Mrs. Elizabeth (Holland) McCool 
Ms. Anna (Read) Mccubbin, '69, '70 
Mrs. Terry (Walthall) McGlasson, '69, '76 
Mr. Robert Scott McGregor 
Mr. Durwood Mefford, '48 BU 
Mrs. Helen (Vanderhoof) Memory, '42 BU 
Mr. Valva C. Midkiff, '39 
Mrs. Karen S. Montgomery 
Mr. Ryan M. Moore 
Mr. Graylon K. Morgan 
Ms. Barbara Morris 
Dr. Charmaine (Allmon) Mosby, Faculty 
Dr. Joseph A. Murphy, '53 
Mrs. Pauline (Hlad) Murphy 
Mr. Ronald Salvatore Nunes, Jr. 
Mr. Robert L. Ogles, '73, 75 
Mrs. Sandra (Coyle) Owen, '68 
Ms. Evelyn (Hickman) Pace, '84 
Mrs. Peggy L. Pack 
Ms. Stella R. Parmley,'47 
Ms. Helen Patterson 
Mr. James Allen Pearse 
Mr. Joe D. Pearson 
Mrs. Deloris (Hart) Pence, '83, '86 
Ms. Ta-Keesha D. Pendleton, '09 
Mrs. Betty G. Pfannersti/1 
Ms. Christine (Daunhauer) Phillips, '82 
Mr. Donald W. Phillips, '93 
Mr. Walter Pickett, '90, '96, Faculty 
Mr. Howard E. Poindexter, '82 
Dr. John Collins Polk 
Ms. Hollyanna (Nall) Popeck, '87 
Mr. John H. Porter, '54 
Dr. Gerald V. Post, Faculty 
Mr. Norman E. Potter 
Mr. Stephen Paxton Poyser, '71 
Mr. Jesse R. Price, '56 BU 
Mr. Michael Lee Pruitt 
Mr. Arthur David Racel, '61 
Mr. Jay C. Register, 73 
Mr. E. L. Richards, ' 48 BU 
Mr. Cleo Rigney, '43 
Mr. Arthur L. Robb, Sr., '62 
Mr. Charles J. Robinson, '90 
Ms. Wilma (Buchanon) Roos 
Mr. Charles W. Runyan, '52 
Dr. Everett N. Rush, Jr. 
Mr. Tommy 0. Sabens, '69 
Mrs. Carolyn Sadler 
Mr. Joe F. Salisbury, '65 
Mr. Paul Sansom, '82, '00 
Mrs. Jean Lowe Scarberry 
Mr. Gary R. Schaffer, '60, '66, '68 
Mr. Merlin J. Schneider 
Mr. George L. Schonhoff 
Mr. Kenneth G. Sevier, '62 BU 
Mr. Robert B. Shacklette, '61 
Ms. Patricia Shanahan, Staff 
Mrs. Marcia R. Shartzer, '79 
Mr. Michael P. Shroyer, '94 
Mr. Charles R. Silbereisen 
Ms. Dianna Harper Sims 
Mrs. Elaine (Elmore) Smith, '76, '80 
Mr. Patrick Gene Smith, '00 
Mr. Roger Allen Smith, '85 
Mr. Curtis Anthony Souza, 75 
Mr. Thomas C. Spillman, '73 
Mr. Robert Joseph Stamps 
Dr. Eugene W. Steinquest, '51 
Mr. Jonathon W. Stelle 
Mrs. Barbara (Sugg) Stephens 
Mrs. Ann G. Stevens, '73 
Mr. Gene A. Stewart 
Mrs. Mildred F. Stickley, '84 
Mr. Henry D. Stone, '59 
Mrs. Georgia (Wells) Strader 
Mr. Almon Sullivan, '55, '60 
Dr. Joshua T. Sullivan 
Mrs. Frances (Briscoe) Swain,'42 
Dr. Charles B. Tarrants, 76 
Mrs. Martha (Massie) Thomas 
Mr. Jonathan W. Thompson, '89 
Mr. Robert W. Thum, Sr., '59 
Mr. Paul 0. Tillman, '49 
Mr. Ronald W. Tines, 7 4, '80 
Mrs. Sara Beth (Johnson) Todd, '73 
Mr. Thomas E. Todd, 111, '96 
Ms. Mellisa N. Torrence, Staff 
Mr. Bradley K. Towe, '95 
Ms. Mary Patricia Treanor 
Ms. Laurie Lee Van Eaton, '83 
Mr. Homer W. Van Fleet, Jr. 
Mr. Timothy S. Voges, '84 
Mr. Kenneth R. Walton, Staff 
Dr. Sue G. Ward 
Mrs. Juanita (Cowden) Waskey 
Mrs. Shirley B. Wayne, '74, '80 
Mrs. Sherry (Coppage) Webster 
Mr. Joseph T. Wedding, '49 BU 
Mrs. Linda H. Weldon, 79, '97 
Mr. John H. Wel ls, '35 
Mr. James J. Westbrook 
Mrs. June (Polley) Westbury 
Mr. Ralph M. Westmoreland, '66 
Mrs. Virginia (Bell) Whaley 
Mr. James A. Wheat, '53 BU 
Sister Robert Ann Wheatley, '76 
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Col. James T. Whitaker, '43 
Ms. Mary Ann Whitaker, Staff 
Ms. Anise White, Staff 
Mr. Bobby E. White 
Mr. Cecil Whitehead, Jr., '46 BU 
Mr. Kermit Wi ll ian 
Mr. John Edward Willis, '69 
Ms. Marla Wilson 
Ms. Nancy F. Wilson 
Mr. Ray C. Wilson, '50 BU 
Ms. Mary Estelle Wimsett, 75 
Mrs. Margaret E. Winkenhofer 
Or. James S tanley (Jim) Flynn , 
Jr. ('66, '68, Faculty) passed 
away on Dec. 11, 2014, in 
Bowling Green, Ky., at the age 
of 70. 
Dr. Flynn was a graduate of 
WKU (B.A., M.A.) and Aubu rn 
University (Ph.D.). H e first 
Mr. Charles E. Wise 
Mr. Clarence 
Wolff, '60, '63, '78, Faculty 
Mr. Harrell E. Wood, '56 BU 
Mr. James Robert Wood 
Mrs. Margaret (Johnson) Wood 
Mrs. Denise (Landry) Woodard, '99 
Mr. James Reid Woosley, '48 
Mr. Audrey L. Worthington, '60 
Mrs. Carolyn (Payne) Wright, '80, '83 
Mr. Thurman Keith Wright, '76 
Mr. William H. Young, Jr. 
attended WKU in 1962 and returned as a faculty member in 
1972, completing more 40 years of service at WKU. He taught 
English literature, specializing in the Middle Ages. He was 
one of the firs t directors of stud y-abroad courses at WKU, 
lead ing many classes to England, Ireland and Italy. He held 
many administrative and campus leadership roles, including 
Head of the English Department, Interim Head of the Art 
Department (twice), Assistant to the Provost, Chair of the 
Academic Council, Interim Dean of the Univers ity College, 
and lnterim Chief International Officer. 
He is surv ived by his wife, Lana Qones) Flynn ('91), who 
served at WKU as an Executive Administrative Assistant in 
the Office of the President; his two children, Dr. James Flynn 
('86) and his wife, atalic; Jennifer Flynn Sloan ('93) and her 
husband, Scott; and five grandchildren. 
Data for In Me111orim11 is g(lf/,ered fro 111 (/ V(lriety of so11~ces 
(//1d is deemed to be correct to the best of oHr k11owledge. 
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Where A1111? challe11ges you to identift; the 111ysferio11s campus location shmu11 above. Are you stumped? 
Visit tlw "Where A111 I?" photo album nt www.facebook.co111/wk11ah111111i for the n11swer n11d to sec other fun photos. 
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€)Mail WKU Alumni Association 
1906 College Heights Blvd. #31016 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1016 
Name _____________ _______ _ 
Home Address _________________ _ 
City ___________ State ___ Zip ___ _ 
Home Phone __________________ _ 
E-mail ____________________ _ 
Spouse's Name· _________________ _ 
Spouse Attend WKU? ...J Yes ...J No Year(s) ______ _ 
1 YES! I want to become the newest mmnber of the WKU Alumni Association 
□ Annual Member $55 □ Joint Annual Member Sso 
□ Lifetime Member $700 (one-rime charge) □ Joint Lifetime Member $1,000 
Method of Payment 
www.alumni.wku.edu 
15WB1 
order anytime online at www.alumni.wlcu.edu/joinnow 
□ Check ( payable to WKU Alumni Association) 
□ Credit Card / Debit Car d 
0 VISA D Discover 
D MasterCard D American E:xpress 
D Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) (Please Include a voided check) 
Monthly g ift $ ___ Effective date_/ 12. / _ 
□ My gif t 1s e ligible t o be mat ched by my em ployer 
(Please Include your company's matching gift form) 
O Lif et ime Member payment plan <avallab/e onlvchrough creclit/ debir card OR EFT) =cA=R=o#_,,------------------ v-C?DE 
Single □ $150 a year for 5 years 
Joint □ $220 a year for 5 years 
or □ S12.50 a month for 5 years 
or □ $18.50 a month f or 5 years 
My addit ional gift of $ ____ _ Total Enclosed $ __ _ 
SIGNATURE EXP. DATE 
Your gift to the WKU Alumni Association is tax deductible. 
Augenstein A lumni Center 
292 Alumni Ave 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
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